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JESUS CHRIST THE TRUE GOD. 
A SERMON. 
| 1 JOHN v. 20. 
« This is the true God . 
HEN one 1s We to 3 in any buſi- 


W neſs of importance, it certainly concerns 
him to know, that the grounds upon which he 


proceeds are good, every way ſufficient to ſupport 


his intended operations. That this manner of pro- 
cedure is conſiſtent with wiſdom and prudence, 


every one muſt grant, even as it has a reſpect to the 
affairs of the preſent life. If, then, it be commend- 


able, as it has a reſpect to our preſent and temporal 
affairs, how much more muſt it be ſo, as it has a 
reſpect to our ſpiritual and eternal concerns? Miſ- 
takes, committed within the limits of time, may 
be got rectified ; but after death there is no remiſ- 
ſion of ſin. The tree, as it falls, muſt lie; if death 
find us out of Chriſt, we are undone for ever. After 


the pale conqueror hath put us, in our ſins, beyond 


the limits of time, and removed us from the joyful 


ſound of the goſpel trumpet, the door of mercy is 


ſhut upon us, and all hope of mercy is cut off. It 


does, therefore, highly concern us to know, that we 


build for eternity on a ſure foundation; ſuch a foun- 


. 


dation 


* The following diſcourſe, (but not fo full as it now appears,) F 
was delivered on occaſion of a Faſt obſerved by the Aſſociate 


Preſbytery of Kirkaldy, at Leſlie, on Tueſday the 2d of March 
HY  - | N | 


" ER 


| 
3 


4 JESUS CHRIST 


dation, as will ſupport us under all our preſent eroſ- 
ſes, infure our ſafety in the awful hour of death, 


and cauſe us remain unſhaken, even in the impar- 


tial ſcrutiny of the laſt judgment. Profeſſing, then, 


to depend upon Jeſus Chriſt for theſe, and every o- 


ther artiele of our eternal ſalvation, ought we not 
to be well aſſured that he is a complete Saviour, that 


he is able and willing to fave us with an everlaſting 


ſalvation ? Unleſs we have this view of him, how 
can we depend upon him, and have comfort in him, 
as our own Saviour? In- order, then, that we may 


get a believing view and apprehenſion of him, for 


all the ends and purpoſes of our ſalvation, the words 
of the text, in which he is ſet forth as a Perſon of 
infinite perfection, claim our moſt ſerious attention. 

| That the apoſtle John was the writer of this epi- 
ſtle, we ſee no reaſon to doubt. His main ſcope 
and deſign in it is, to prove and illuſtrate the divine 
and mediatory character of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
Having purſued this deſign at confiderable length, 
he comes, in verſes 7th and 8th of this chapter, to 
lead a moſt unexceptionable proof, in fupport of 


this radical doctrine of the Chriftian religion. 
Three witneſſes, who bear record to the truth of 


this doctrine, God the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, are in heaven ; and other three Wit- 
neſſes, the ſpirit, the water, and the blood, who do 
all agree in the fame teſtimony, are in the church on 


earth. Theſe witneſſes, being the beſt that are to 


bim. 


be found in heaven and on earth, the apoſtle draws 


from their joint teſtimony, the concluſion in the 


text, This is the true God. In theſe words we have 
A perſon ſpoken of, and Sy laid concerning 


1. We have a perſon ſpoken of. That the pro- 


© noun this, in the beginning of the text, has our 


Lord Jeſas Chriſt for its antecedent, is quite plain. 
He being the perſon ſpoke of in the immediately 
preceding context, as the Son of God who is come, 
as giving his people. an uuderſtanding to Loni] | 
95 * at 
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chat z is true, and in whom they that thus know bim 


are, by vital union to his perſon, there can be no 
reaſonable doubt, that he is the per on ſpoken of in 
the text. 

2. We have ſomething ſaid concerning him. He 
is the true God. By the true God here, we un- 
derſtand Him, who is God by nature. Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, then, being the perſon here ſpo- 
ken of, is God by nature. He is God in all the 
truth of divinity, and the Son of God in all the truth 


of divine perſonality. He is thus the True God, in | 


oppoſition to all talſe gods, and as infinitely above 
all official ones. He is truth itſelf, in oppoſition to 
all falſehood ; and rectitude itſelf, in oppoſition to 


all error. He i is the truth of all the promiſes, pro- 


phecies, and types, reſpecting the true Mefliah. He 


is „the Amen, the faithful and true Witneſs ;*? he 


is“ the truth.” This is the true God. 


Theſe words, then, teach us, That our Lord 25 


© ſus Chriſt is the true God. 


The method we defign to obſerve on this ſubjeR, is, 


I. To prove and illuftrate the doctrine. And then, 

II. Deduce ſome inferences from the ſubject for 
improvement. 

I. We are to prove and illuſtrate the doctrine; or 


ſhew more fully, that our Lord Jefus Chriſt is the 


true God. This is the true God. And,. 
1. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, 
is evident from his eternal Sonfhip. This glorious 
Perſon is the Son of God, by an eternal, neceſſary, 


and ineffable generation. That he is the Son of - 
God, as all rational creatures are, Socinians grant; 


but that he is the Son of God by an eternal and ne- 
ceſſary generation, they deny. Were they indeed 


to grant this, it would overturn the whole of their 
religious ſcheme. This, therefore, in the moſt 


pointed manner, they deny; : but for the fame rea- 
ſon they deny this, they muſt deny all generation 


together: For who of the wiſe men of this world 
in ay one inſtance, can fully underſtand and ex- 
g plain 
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plain this? “As thou knoweſt not what is the way 
of the Spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the 
„ womb of her that is with child, even ſo thou 
„ knoweſt not the works of God who maketh all.” 
Since, therefore, they who deny our Lord's divini- 


ty, allow him to have had a generation in time, but 


deny him one that is neceſſary and eternal, becauſe 
their reaſon cannot comprehend it, they are partial 
* in themſelves, and are become judges of evil 
„thoughts.“ It muſt, indeed, be granted, that no 
mere man can either comprehend, or fully explain the 


nature of our Lord's eternal generation: This, how- 
ever, is no way inconfiftent with our believing it to 


be true, upon the footing of the divine teſtimony ; 
unleſs it can, at leaſt, be made evident, that God is 
capable of impoſing an abſurdity upon us; but it 
were, ſurely, the height of impiety ſo much as to 


imagine this. The beſt reaſon for our believing any 
thing to be true, being, that God hath ſaid it; there- 
fore, we have the beit reaſon for believing the truth - 


of our Lord's eternal generation, God having de- 
clared this to us in his word. That this is an arti- 
cle of the divine teſtimony, 1s quite clear in various 


parts of ſcripture. God, in the perſon of the Fa- 


ther, ſays to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, + Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee *.“ Theſe 


words were ſpoken in the preſent time, long before 
our Lord was conceived in the womb of the Virgin 


Mary; ; and therefore they muſt refer to ſome gene- 


ration. different from that. The day there ſpoken 


of, then, being undoubtedly to be underſtood of 
God's s day of eternity, and not of any day of ours; 
the begetting there ſpoken of, muſt, of conſequence, 
be in the day of eternity, which, in reſpect of God, 

is a preſent now, an invariable day, without either 


beginning or end. There being then, neither - paſt 


nor future in eternity, our Lord's generation muſt - 
be always preſent. It never was future, nor will it 
ever be paſt, in any period of time. But the ſcrip- 


ture cited, though it t be ſufficient to ſupport the truth 
| ot 
* Pfal. ii. 7. 
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of this obſervation, is not, however, the only one 
upon which it ſtands. Our Lord being often ſpoken 
of in ſcripture, as the Son of God, before he was 
conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and 
having no other generation aſcribed to him in time 
before that, therefore he muſt have had a generation 
from everlaſting, there being no -medium between 
time and abſolute eternity. And hence God, by 
the prophet Micah, ſays, But thou Beth-lehem 
« Ephratah, though thou be little among the thou- 
« ſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he come 
« forth unto me that is to be Ruler in Iſrael ; whoſe 
« goings forth have been from of old, from everla- 
„ ſting &. But if Chriſt be diſtinguiſhed from God 
the Father, in reſpect of his goings forth from ever- 
laſting, it muſt be in reſpe& of his diſtin& perſona- 
lity or ſubſiſtence ; he muſt then have his perſonali- 
ty from the Father. But the ſcripture informs us 
of no other way in which he has this, but by gene- 
ration. His goings forth, or perſonality, then, be- 
ing from everlaſting, his generation mu/# alſo be 
from everlaſting. *© And again, when he bringeth 
„his firſt begotten into the world, he ſaith, And 
« let all the angels of God worſhip him 4.” But if 
God brought his firſt begotten into the world, he 
muſt have had this firſt begotten before he brought. 
him into it; and conſequently he muſt. have had 
him, as his firſt begotten, from everlaſting, Our 
Lord, then, being the Son of God by an eternal ge- 
neration, muſt alſo be God by nature, the ſame in 
ſubſtance, equal in power and in. glory, with God 
the Father, and God the Holy Ghoſt : For, as the 
divine eſſence is infinitely ſimple and uncompound- 
ed, it cannot be parted among two or more perſons. 
At the ſame time, a trinity of Perſons in the undi- 
vided Godhead, is no abſurdity at all in the ear of, 
right reaſon, upon the footing of the divine teſtimo- 
ny, though we cannot fully either underſtand or ex 


plain it. 
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2. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, is 
evident from his having the eſſential perfections of 
Deity aſcribed to him in ſcripture. Being the Son 
of God by eternal generation, he muſt alſo be poſ- 
ſefſed of all the perfections of Deity. The true God, 

even according to the judgment of right reaſon can- 
not be divided; for right reaſon does not admit of 
more firft cauſes than one: Right reaſon, then, ad- 
mitting of only one firſt cauſe, ſcripture does ex- 
preſsly aſcribe ſuch perfections to our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as do. ſufficiently prove him to be that firſt 
cauſe, or the true God. The prophet Iſaiah calls 
him, The Everlaſting Father “,“ or, as ſome read 
the words, The Father of eternity.” Our Lord 
ſpeaks of himſelf as omnipotent, when he ſays, «© I 
« am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
© ending, faith the Lord, which is, and which was, 
« and which is to come, the Almighty T.“ He 
ſaid, and ſtill ſays to his diſciples and ſervants, Lo, 
„ am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
« world. Amen 1.“ He ſpoke of himſelf, as both 
in heaven and on earth at the ſame time, ſaying, 
« And no man hath aſcended up to heaven but he 
* that came down from heaven, even the Son of man 
« which is in heaven .“ And do not theſe teſtimo- 
nies imply omnipreſence? The apoſtle Peter, being 
| aſked repeatedly by our Lord if he loved him, appeal- 
ed to his omniſcience as to the truth of this, ſaying, 
Lord, thou knoweſt all things; thou knoweſt that 
„ I love theey.” * ſometimes checked this 
- apoftle for his raſhneſs, but we have no account of 
his checking him for aſcribing omniſcience to him. 
And the apoſtle Paul, in his epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
evidently aſcribes immutability to him, ſaying, © Je- 
« ſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and 
for ever **. To this purpoſe, in the beginning 
of the ſame epiſtle, he alſo introduces God the Fa- 
ther, as ſpeaking to our Lord, ſaying, And, Thou, 
| 8 Lord, 
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« Lord, in the beginning haſt laid the foundation 
of the earth; and the heavens are the works of 
« thine hands: They ſhall periſh but thou remain- 
«eſt; and they all ſhall wax old as a garment ; and 
„as a veſture ſhalt thou fold them up, and they 
© ſhall be changed; but thou art the lame, and thy 
“ years ſhall not fail. Pi: 

Theſe ſcriptures we have cited, do plainly ſhew, 
that the perfections of Deity are aſcribed to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But will God give his glory to 
another, or his praiſe to any creature? Is it poſfible 
to vindicate the prophetic and apoſtolic aſcriptions_ 
of divine perfection to a mere man, however ex- 
cellent? Will God put any of his creatures upon a 
level with himſelf? Will he load any of them with 
honours to which they have no manner of right? 
Will he pull off his maſſy crown, and put it upon 
the head of a mortal? Will he put off his glorious 
robes, that they may adorn a creature. That be 
far from him: Shall not the Judge of all the 
„ earth do right?” If the perſon, then, who poſ- 
ſeſſes the eſſential perfections of Deity, be the true , 

God, our Lord Jeſus Chrift is the true Gd. 

3. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, is 
evident from his being fet up from everlaſting, as 
the Head of the New Covenant. That there is an 
everlaſting covenant, is not to be diſputed. The 
royal Pſalmiſt, in his laſt words, plainly confeſſes 
this, ſaying, © Although my houſe be not fo with 
« God; ; yet he hath made with me an everlaſting 
% covenant, ordered in all things and ſure; for 
« this is all my ſalvation, and all my defire, althou; - 
« he make it not to grow *; or, Although 
do not yet make it bring forth the i incarnate Mel. 
« fiah.” That this is the covenant of grace, is 
plain from the whole tenor of ſcripture; for, ac- 
cording to ſeripture, ſalvation is to be had only by 
this covenant. If it ſhould be ſaid, that this cove- 
nant is not from NR e but is made with be- 
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lievers in time, and called everlaſting, only in re- 
ſpect of its conſequences, then the ſcripture does 
| — 4 contradict ſuch aſſertions. For ſcarcely is 
there any thing. plainer in ſcripture, than that 
Chriſt was ſet up from everlaſting, as the Head of 
this covenant : And henee, the perſonal wiſdom of 
God, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſays, © The Lord poſ- 
« ſeſſed me in the beginning of his way, before his 
< works of old. I was ſet up from everlaſting, | 

* from. the beginning, or ever the earth was K.“ 
He was thus ſet up, by God in the perſon of the 
Father, as the Head of the New Covenant ; his Fa- 
ther called him to his mediatory work ; and hence 
he ſays, „I the Lord have called thee in righteouſ- 
„ neſs, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
© thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
% for a light of the Gentiles +.” Having called 
him to his mediatory work, he alſo inveſted him 
with a mediatory commiſſion and offices, to be exe- 
cuted by him: And hence our Lord ſaid, “ Lo, I 
„ come; in the volume of the book it is written of 
me: I delight to do thy will, 0 my God; yea, 
« thy law is within my heart f. * Chriſt glori- 
oe fied not himſelf to be made an high prieſt, but he 
« that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, this day 
* have I begotten thee.” After what order, then, 
was he called to be a high prieſt ? Was it after the 
order of Aaron, in which there was a ſucceſſion of 
prieſts? No: How then? It was after the order of 


Melchiſedec ; for his Father ſaid unto him, Thou 


art a prieſt for ever, after the order of Melchiſe- 
e dec;“ that is, without beginning and without 
end, according to the ſcripture account of Melchi- 
ſedec's prieſthood. It is evident, then, that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a prieſt from everlaſting to 
_ everlaſting. But he is alſo an everlaſting prophet : 
And hence he ſaid to Simon Peter, What I do 
% thou knoweſt not now; but thou ſhalt know 
« hereafter,” There 1 is a bleſſed hereafter coming, 


when 
. a 22, 23, | + Iſa. xlii. 6. 1 Pſal. xl. Tv 8, 
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when he will explain the myſtery of his works to 
his diſciples. He takes the book of the divine de- 
cxees, and looſes the ſeven ſeals thereof: He teach- 
es his diſciples in every period of the church. With 

what perſpicuity will he unfold the myſtery of Pro- 
vidence to the whole church, when the myſtery of 
God ſhall be finiſhed ? Nor is he ever without a de- 
ſignation to a kingdom; and hence God the Father 
ſays, '* Yet have I fet my king upon my holy hill 
„ of Zion. His dominion is an everlaſting domi- 
„% nion, and his kingdom is from generation to ge- 
„ neration. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
% ever; a ſceptre of righteouſneſs 18 the ſceptre of 
thy kingdom.“ 

Since, then, our Lord Jeſus Chrift | is, from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting, inveſted with mediatory offi- 
ces, he mu? allo himſelf have an everlaſting exiſt- 
ence ; but there being none from everlaſting, ſave 
the true God, therefore it mu/t follow, that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God. And, indeed, 
though we were to overlook the abſurdity of a crea- 
ture exiſting from everlaſting, or from ſome imagi- 
nary point before the beginning of time, yet it were 
to reproach the wiſdom and prudence of God, ſo 
much as to imagine, that he inveſted a creature, 
however much dignified, with a commiſſion and of- 
fices to be executed by him as our Redeemer. None, 
ſarely, ſave he who is God by nature, is ſufficient 
for ſuch a work as this. 

4. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, is 
8 from his undertaking, from everlaſting, to 
accompliſh the work of our redemption. Having 
been called by his Father to this work, he really 
engaged to perform it; he engaged to be his Fa- 
ther's ſervant ; he engaged to approach unto God, 
as an abſolute God, inſtead of ele& men. And 
their nobles (or his glorious One) ſhall be of 
„ themſelves, and their governor ſhall proceed fro; 
« the midſt of them, and I wilt cauſe him to draw 
„ near, and he ſhall approach unto me: For who 
18 chis that engaged his heart to w— unto. 
f ä B | : „% me? 
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% me? ſaith the Lord*.” He delighted in this 
work from everlaſting. Never did any other ſervant 
rejoice ſo much, in the ſervice of even the beſt of ma- 
ſters, as he rejoiced to ſerve his Father. No crea- 
ture could rejoice in the work of God from everla- 
ſting, but Chrift did; for he ſays, Then was 1 
« by him, as one brought up with him; and I 
« was daily his delight, rejoicing always before 
« him; rejoicing in the habitable part of his 
« earth, and my delights were with the ſons of 
« men 4.“ It could not be a quality but a perſon 
that ſpoke after this manner. Speaking of his 
undertaking from everlaſting as his Father's ſer- 
. vant, he ſays, Sacrifice and offering thou didſt 
« not defire, mine ears haſt thou opened.” Or, as 
if he had ſaid, © Thou faweft- that finite ſacrifices 
„ and offerings would be of no avail for the taking 
„ away of fin : Thou ſaweſt the inſufficiency of the 
„ blood of bulls and of goats for being an atonement 
« for ſin. Theſe offerings riſing up to thee even 
« in columns of fire, could not meet with thine ac- 
ceptance, as a redreſs for the injury done to thy 
law and juſtice by the fins of men. In order, 
therefore, that the ſins of thy people might be 
expiated, thou didfl take me engaged from ever- 
laſting, to become a ſin-offering for them, in the 
fulneſs of time, and to ſerve thee for ever.” 
And fo he adds, Then ſaid I, Lo, I come, in the 
% volume of the book it is written of me: I delight 
to do thy will, O my God, yea, thy law is with- 
in my heart . Theſe words, too, as expreſſive 
of our Lord's coming into the world to execute his 
everlaſting undertaking, do evidently imply his e- 
verlaſting exiſtence : For, ſince he came into the 
world, he muſt have had a being before, and ſo a 
being from everlaſting, there being nothing before 
time to exiſt in, but abſolute eternity. Socinians 
may place the beginning of time where they pleaſe, 
in as many imaginary points as ſuits their ſcheme, 
but time really is nothing elſe but the boundary of 
2 „„ created 
er. xxx. 21, + Prov. viii. 30, 33, Pal. xl. 
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created and mutable exiſtence. Since, therefore, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did, from everlaſting, engage 
to execute the work of our redemption, it does cer- 
tainly follow, that he ig the true God. 
5. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, is 
evident from his receiving the book of the divine de- 
crees, and laying open its contents to the church. As 
the great antitypical Prophet, it belongs to him to lay 
open the eternal will and pleaſure of God to men: 
And hence he ſays, © All things are delivered unto me 
& of my Father; and no man knoweth the Son but 
„ the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, 
« fave the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son will 
„ reveal him *,” With this deſign the great, the 
comprehenſive book of the divine decrees, was given 
into the hand of Jeſus Chriſt, that he might lay o- 
pen its important contents to the church, in their 
. ſeveral orders. Agreeable to this is what the apoſtle 
John ſaw and heard in viſion : Says he, And I ſaw 
* a ſtrong angel, proclaiming with a loud voice, 
„% Who is worthy to open the book, and to looſe 
4 the ſeven ſeals thereof? And no man in heaven, 
“or in earth, neither under the earth, was able to 
„ open the book, neither to look thereon. And 
« I wept much, becauſe no man was worthy to | 
« open and to read the book, neither to look 
* thereon. And one of the elders ſaid unto 
„ me, Weep not, behold the Lion of the tribe 
* of Judah, the root of David, hath prevailed to 
„ open the book, and to looſe the ſeven ſeals there- 
« of.” That the wonderful Perſon here ſpoken of, 
as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and the root of 
David, is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, might be ſhewn at 
+ conſiderable length, by comparing the paſſage of | + 
ſcripture cited, with others that are parallel to it. 
We ſhall only, however, here obſerve, that the pa- 
| triarch Jacob certainly had Jeſus Chriſt in his eye, 
when, in bleſſing Judah, he ſpoke of him as a Lion. 
And the prophet Ifaiah alſo certainly ſpake of the 
ſame glorious Perſon, as the root of Jeſſe, my 0 
al 
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ſaid, © And in that day there ſhall be a root of Jeſle, 
Which ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the people, to 
« jt ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be 
„ glorious.” But if Jeſſe's root, then he muſt alſo 
be the root of David, who was Jeſſe's ftem, It 
was, therefore, Jeſus Chriſt who prevailed to open 
the book of the divine decrees, and to - looſe the ſe- 
ven ſeals thereof. He was found every way quali- 
fied for this talk, being omniſcient, as we have al- 
ready ſeen, he can read all thoſe ſecret purpoſes, 
which had, till time commenced, lain hid in the in- 
finite mind. 

But is any mere man, even the wiſeſt. of men, 
qualified for this taſk ? Who, ſave he who 1s God 
by nature, can fully underſtand and communicate 
the moſt ſecret purpoſes of God's eternal will ? None 
but he, ſurely, who was in the everlaſting council, 
can reveal what was then enacted. Who can “ by 
„ ſearching find out God? Who can find out the 
6 Almighty to perfection? Can pretended rational- 
iſts do it? Can the moſt accompliſhed of theſe proud 
ſages tell, what is in the womb of the divine decree 
before it bring forth ? Reſembling the crooked ſer- 
pent, they may gueſs at future events, but they can- 
not certainly know them, unleſs God reveal them 
to them. ls it poſſible for that which is finite to 
comprehend that which is infinite? But Jeſus Chriſt 
knows all theſe things. He takes all things at once 
with his comprehenſive eye. His knowledge of hig 
| Father's nature, will, and purpoſes, is as perfect as 
his Father's knowledge i is of him: And hence he ſays, 
«© As the Father knoweth me, even ſo know I the 
« Father;'” and, I and my Father are one.” Do 
ſome ſay, that this oneneſs or unity, is to be under- 
ſtood of will and deſign, but not of nature? Well, 
ſuppoſing this for a moment, but not granting it to 
be true, to what will it amount! ? If God the Father 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be one in will and deſign, 
then they muſt eternally be ſo, if eternal will and 

| 1 8 may be aſcribed to God; for otherwiſe, they 
| are 
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are not abſolutely one in will and deſign, as here 
declared concerning them. If, then, eternally one 
in will and deſign, they muſt alſo be one in being 
or eſſence; for, to ſuppoſe two eternal beings, or 
minds, willing and deſigning ſeparately, is certainly 
moſt abſurd, Theſe divine Perſons, then, being one 
in being, muſt have a perfect knowledge of one ano- 
ther. The Father has a perfect knowledge of the Son, 
and the Son has a perfect knowledge of the Father. 
This knowledge, however, the Son has not as man, 
or according to his human nature; in this reſpect 
his knowledge is finite : * And Jeſus increaſed in 
+ wiſdom ;” but this knowledge he has as God, 

his divine knowledge being infinite. Being able, 
then, to inveſtigate and lay open the divine decrees, | 
it evidently appears, that he ig the true God. 

6. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, is 
evident from his having the names peculiar to the 
true God aſcribed to him in ſcripture. Every one 
ſhould know, that God's names are expreſſive of his 
perfections. God, by revealing theſe to us, deſigns 
to ſhew us what he is. It is not, therefore, ſo much 
as to be imagined, that they can be given abſolutely 
to any creature : But that they are given, in their 
moſt abſolute ſenſe, to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſcripture, none may deny, but at the hazard of plun- 
ging immediately into the black gulf of Deiſm. The 
name J=znovan is expreſſive of God's eternal, inde- 


pendent, ' and neceſſary exiſtence: His name 


* alone is Jehovah ;”” but this name is given to our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt: And hence Moſes ſays, That 


* the Lord (or Jehovah) rained upon Sodom and 
„upon Gomorrah brimſtone and fire, from the Lord 
(or Jehovah) out of heaven *.“ The firſt of theſe 
names is given to the Angel of the Covenant, who 
appeared to Abram in the plains of Mamre, and 
whom that venerable patriarch repeatedly called 
Lord, (or Jehovah, ) in the converſãtion he had with 
him on that occaſion: Is this divinely dignified Per- 
ſon, then, Jehoy ah in the Socinian ſenſe, as mean- 
ing 
„Cen. air. 24 
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ing only one divine Perſon that is properly called by 
this name? No; for here we find two perſons both 
abſolutely called by this name; the one upon earth, 
raining upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah, brimſtone 
and fire from another out of heaven. The firſt Per- 
ſon, then, here ſpoken of is. the Angel of the Co- 
venant, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the other is God, 
in the perſon of the Father. Nor is Moſes ſingular 
in this teſtimony; for, though Socinians will not 
allow our Lord the honour of this name, at leaſt in 
its full import, nor allow us the benefit of any me- 
diatory righteouſneſs at all from him; yet the pro- 
phet Jeremiah expreſsly ſays, This is his name 
„ whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord (or Jehovah) 
© our Righteouſneſs *. So that Jebovah, which 
is the incommunicable name of the only true God, 
is, in ſcripture, as abſolutely given to our Lord Je- 
{us Chriſt, as it 1s to God the Father. 

Our Lord i is, in ſcripture, expreſsly called Ado- 
nai, which points him out as the foundation or ba- 
ſis of all created exiſtence. By his almighty arm 
he upholds both the world, and the church in the 
world. *© He is before all things, and by him all 
v6 things conſiſt. And ye are complete in him, which 
js the head of all principality and power.” And 

ſo the Pſalmiſt ſweetly ſings of him, ſaying, * The 
Lord faid unto my Lord, (or Adonai, ) Sit thou on 
« my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
. fooritool . That Adonai here, is our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, is evident from the whole of the pſalm, he 
being Aecribed in it, in reſpect of all his. mediato- 
ry offices and ſtates. The prophet Iſaiah, alſo, de- 
figns him by this name, when he ſpeaks of him as 


the King of glory, ſaying, © In the year that king 


«© Uzziah died, I ſaw alſo the Lord (or Adonai) ſit- 
ting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his 
« train filled the temple. And afterwards, when he 
is getting his commiſſion renewed, to go to a ſtiff- 
necked and rebellious people, he ſays, * Alſo I heard 
f 66 the 

* Jer. xxiii. 6. + Pal. er. 1. 
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« the voice of the Lord (or Adonai,) FED Whom 
“ ſhall I ſend, and who will go for us? Then ſaid. 
« I, Here am I, ſend me*.” But that Adonai 
here is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is evident from the 
teſtimony of the evangeliſt John, ſaying, Theſe 
« things faid Eſaias, when he ſaw his glory. and 


« ſpake of him +.” 


Our Lord calls himſelf < I AM,” which fignifies 
being itſelf, underived exiſtence, never beginning to 
be, always preſent; and never ceaſing to be. And 
« God faid unto Moſes, I AM THAT I AM. And 
« he ſaid, Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the children of 
«© 1trael, 1 AM hath ſent me unto you 4.“ God, 
who in this place, calls himſelf «1 AM,” is juſt the 


Angel of the Lord, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ap- 


peared unto Moſes in a flame of fire, out of the 


midſt of a buſh at Horeb. At the time of his pu- 
blic miniſtry, too, he ſaid unto the Jews, * Verily, 


" verily, I lay unto you, Before Abraham was, I 


„ am.” But is not this, in effect, to ſay, © I am 


« the neceſlary exiſting Being?“ As analogous to 
this name, our Lord alſo calls himſelf ** Alpha and 
© Omega.” Says he, © I am Alpha and Omega, 
« the beginning and the ending ||.” Alpha and O- 
mega, being the names of the firſt and laſt letters of 
the Greek alphabet, as connected in their applica- 
tion to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, do point him out as 


the firſt and the laſt, as the firſt of cauſes, and the 


laſt of ends. God hath made all things for himſelf, 
for the diſplay of his own glory. 


Qur Lord is alſo, in ſcripture, expreſily called 


God, which, in its abſolute ſenſe, means the moſt 


\ ” 


powerful and beſt of Beings. The Word (the per- 
« ſonal Word) was God ;” or, as the original will 
bear, The Word was, is, and will be God.“ 
Some men, indeed, have been called gods on ac- 
count of their office, as ruling under God; or, in 
order to impreſs upon the minds of ſuch as rule un- 
der him, that they are to rule well: They that rule 


for 
k * Iſa. vi. 1.—8. + John X11, 41. I 1 iii. 14. ( Rev. i. 8. 
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for God, muſt - uſe their influence for good ends. 
But no where, in ſcripture, is any mere than called 
God abſolutely, and with the epithets peculiar to 
Deity: Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, however, is thns 
called God. Paul, in his epiſtle to the Romans, | 
ſays, © That he is overall, God bleſſed for ever &.“ 
— his epiſtle to Titus, he calls him, “the great 
« God ;“ and Jude calls him, the only wiſe 
«© GodF. „ Thee deſignations belong only to the 
true God, and fo cannot, without blaſphemy, be 
given to any creature. Such, then, are ſome of the 
names peculiar to che true God, which are, in ſerip- 
ture, given, in their moſt abſolute ſenſe, to our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. He ig, therefore, the true God. 
. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, is 
evident from his being the Creator of all things: 
« Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inha- 
« hitants of the world ſtand in awe of him: For 
« he ſpake, and it was done, he commanded, and it 
60 ſtood faſt 5 : “ He ſaid in the beginning, «Let 
« there be light, and there was light:?“ He © com- 
„ manded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs:“ 
Whatever he willed to exiſt, came forth of the 
womb of non-entity, at his creating word; „ All 
e things were made by him, and without him was 
% not any thing made that was made. For by him 
« were all things created that are in heaven, and 
« that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether 
„% they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
« or powers; all things were made by him and for 
« him.” It muſt not be ſaid, that all things were 
made by him only as an inſtrument, or ſecond 
cauſe ; for the work of creation is aſcribed to him 
in ſcripture, as his own proper work. He only ſaid, 
Let the vaſt creation be, and it was. Thus faith 
« the Lord thy redeemer, and he that formed thee 
% from the womb; I am the Lord that maketh all 
« things, that retcheth forth the heavens alone, 
* Tas * abroad the earth by my/elf . 
Our 


. „Rom. ix. F. + Titus Ul, 13. be 25. 5 Pha xxxiii. 55 9. 
*Iſa. xliv. 24. 
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Our Lord gave a difplay of his infinite power, in 
calling all things out of nothing. Before time; there 
was nothing but the firſt caufe in three Perſons, and 
therefore nothing beſides to work upon. Had the 
univerſe been made of ſome; pre-exiſting: ſubſtance; 
it might indeed, in this caſe, be called a new for- 
mation, bat with no: propriety at all; a creation 3 
for to create, means the bringing of ſomething in- 
to being, which did not formerly exiſt. 
In creating all things, our Lord did alſo give A 
diſplay of his infinite wiſdom. Whar wiſdom, -but 
that which is infinite could frame and arrange the 
_ univerſe? It ſurely required infinite wiſdom to ad- 
juſt all the parts of this vaſt ſcheme. - Muft not he 
| be infinitely wife, who gave laws to nature, and 
put the millions of worlds in a condition to obey 
them? What creature is wiſe enough to execute 
ſuch a work as this? Does not the meaneſt reptile 
baffle the inveſtigation of the wiſeſt philoſophers? 

But our Lord, in creating all things, did alſo give 
a diſplay of his infinite goodneſs. What, but 4 
cauſe infinitely good, could make all things very 
good? But our Lord made all things very good 3 
every thing very good, after its kind. And God 
* ſaw every thing that he had made, and behold it _ 
« was very good. But this God is the creating + 
Word, our Lord jeſus Chriſt: In the . . 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, a 
« the Word was God. The ſame was in the begin- 
ning with God. All things were made by him, 
« and without him was not any thing made that 
„% was made.” No cauſe, ſurely, but one infinite 
ly good, could make all created intelligence perfet- 
ly happy, and make ſuitable proviſion for the whole 
of created exiſtence? Has any creature ſuch ſtore of 
goodneſs under his hand, and at his diſpoſal? = 

Is not the work of creation, then, peculiar to 

God? Can any power, leſs than that which is infi- 
nite, call ſomething out of nothing? Can any wiſe 
dom, leſs than that which; 15 infinite, arrange the u- 
8 | niverſe! 
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niverſe? And can any goodneſs, leſs than that which 
is infinite, give being and proviſion to the whole of 
created exiſtence ? Can reaſon demonſtrate, how a- 
ny creature may create others? Will it not be at as 
great a loſs to do this, as to demonſtrate how there 
are three Perſons in the undivided Godhead, and 
| how the eternal Father begetteth the eternal Son. 
All things, then, being created by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, there is ſufficient reaſon to think, that he ig 
the true God. | 
8. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, is 

evident from his being the Redeemer of elect men. 
To create men, was a great work, a work truly 
worthy of God, and which none but the true God 
could do; but to redeem ſinners, is, without doubt, 

a much greater work. But this is alſo the work of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He is the Redeemer of 
God's elect men. Job ſpeaks of him, as living in his 
own time, as his own Redeemer, ſaying, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth; and that he ſhall ſtand 
at the latter day upon the earth *, To the ſame 
puropſe Ifaiah ſpeaks, ſaying, © Thus ſaith the 
« Lord the king of Iſrael, and his Redeemer the. 
Lord of hoſts, L am the firſt, and I am the laſt, 
and beſides me there is no God +. „ The Re- 
deemer, therefore, did not only exiſt in Job's time, 
but he alſo exiſts from everlaſting to everlaſting. 
He never was, he neyer will be; diveſted of his rela- 
tion to us, as our Redeemer. _ 

But the truth of our Lord's divinity may be 8 
f Cn evident from his executing the work of our 
redemption. This work is twofold. Our Lord re- 
deems his people, both by price and by power. He 


redeems them by price, He became our Surety, _ 


from everlaſting, to ſatisfy all the demands of God's 
law and juſtice, in our ſtead, in the fulneſs of time. 
«© But when the fulneſs of time was come, God ſent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
e law, to redeem them that were' under the-law, 
that. 
* Job Xix. 25. + 18. 5 . 
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„that we might receive the adoption of ſons. „ Be- 
ing thus made under the law, he ſatisfied all its de- 
mands, in reſpect both of the principal and penal 
debt we owed it. He ſatisfied for our principal 
debt, by his obedience ; and for our penal debt, by 
his ſuffering unto the death, or by his enduring all 
that wrath and curſe of God, which was due to us 
on account of our fins. He ſuffered and died in our 
nature; but, in our nature, he alſo bore the wrath 
and curſe of God for us. This was the bitter, the 
infinitely bitter ingredient in the cup of his ſuffer- 
ings. Our Lord's ſatisfaction does, therefore, con- 
fiſt in his obedience, and his bearing the curſe of 
God due on account of our ſins, in his ſuffering un- 
to the death. And hence the apoftle Paul ſays, 
He humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
% death, even the death of the croſs.” But this was 
a curſed. death, © Chrift hath redeemed us from the 
< curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us; for 
it is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on 
« a tree.” Our Lord's life and death, then, in the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, do both belong to the matter of 
his ſatisfaction for us. Theſe things which God hath 
joined together, ought not to be put aſunder. Our 
Lord, indeed, repeatedly ſaid, that this work was fi- 
niſhed before he actually died ; 'but before this, he did. 
not ſay, it us actually finiſhed. He intended more by 
his death, than to ſet us an example of heroic, vir- 
tue. This work, indeed, was as good as finiſhed. 
before .our Lord actually died. It was then 
as good as finiſned upon the following grounds, 
namely the divine decree, as rendering the finiſn- 
ing of it abſolutely certain; our Lord's undertaking 
from everlaſting, actually to finiſh it in the fulneſs 
of time; and his knowing, in the higheſt degree of 
perfection, that he was actually to finiſh it in his 
death of the croſs, Upon theſe grounds, - this work 
was as good as finiſhed from everlaſting. Upon 


thele. grounds it was ara prolent as Tan 90 


the 
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the infinite Mind. It was upon theſe grounds that 
this work. was ſpoken of as finiſhed, in all the pe- 
riods of the; church, preceding our Lord's death of 
the croſs. . But death being really in the penalty 
which we incurred by breaking the covenant of 
works, it behoved our Surety, in giving ſatisfaction 
for our ſins, really to die in our ſtead. Why were 
ſo many types actually put to death under the Mo- 
ſaic œconomy, if the Antitype was not actually to 


die for our ſins? Was the ceremonial law an un- 


meaning parade? Were we to affirm this, would 
we not arraign the wiſdom of its Author? But that 
Chriſt actually died for our ſins, or in our ſtead, 
that he might put away our ſins, is put beyond all 
reaſonable doubt by ſcripture-teſtimony. The 
« good ſhepherd giveth. his life for the ſheep.—In 
« due time Chriſt died for. the ungodly. Chriſt 
te died For us. Chriſt-alſo hath bid us, Py hath 
„ given himſelf or us, an offering and a ſacrifice to 
* God for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour.” Theſe, and 
many other ſcriptures, do. plainly ſhew, that our 
Lord died for us, or in our ftead, as the Greek pre- 
poſition rendered For, in the ſcriptures cited, does 
properly ſignify. And then, our Lord's death for 
us, being always expreſſive of the whole of his ſa- 
tisfaction; the whole of his ſatisfaction, the whole 
of his obedience and ſuffering unto the death, there- 
fore, was for us, or in our ſtead. 
Hut all this could have been of no avail to us, nad 
it not been the ſatisfaction of a divine Perſon. Our 
debt being infinite, it behoved our Surety to give 
an infinite ſatisfaction for us. Nothing leſs could 
anſwer the demands of law and juſtice, But Chriſt 
«+ magnified the law, and made it honourable,” by 
the obedience of his divine Perſon ; and he purcha- 
ſed the church with his own. infinitely recious 
blood: Feed the church of God, which hath 
. purchaſed with his own blood. Chrift gave him- 
2 for us, He was both the ranſomer and the ran- 
ſom. Our ranſom, then, heing ſis get alſo be 3 
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of infinite value. It is ſufficient; to expiate all our 
ſins, however many and aggravated, to deliver us 
from all our miſeries, however complicated and 
great, and to procure for us all the bleſſings of ſal- 
vation, howeyer extenſive and excellent. Accord- 
ingly, when our Lord had obeyed and ſuffered un- 
to the death, having completely paid the whole of 
our debt into his Father's hands, as vindicating the 
rights of his law and juſtice, he was, then, fully aud 
finally diſcharged from it all, in his refaateftion from 
the dead. Nor would he have bowed his head, and 
given up the ghoſt upon the croſs, unleſs. he had 
been moſt abſolutely certain, that he was to give 
complete ſatisfaction for our fins in his death, and 
be diſcharged; from all the debt we owed the law 
and juſtice of God, in his reſurrection. And hence 
the apoſtle Peter ſays, Him being delivered by 
« the determinate counſel of God, ye have taken, 
« and by wicked hands have erucified and ſlain: 
« Whom God hath raiſed up, having looſed the 
« painz of death, becauſe it was not poſſible that he 
„ ſhould be holden of it *. Having finiſhed the 
work he had to do, as made actually under the law, | 
our Lord could no longer be holden of death; for. 
this was the comprehenſive reaſon of his coming un? 
der its E W ben the debt is paid, and the pay- 
ment ſuſtained, the priſon door, according to ju- 
ſtice, muſt be caſt open. It were ſurely a violation 
of juſtice, to puniſh a perſon without a cauſe; God 
cannot do this. He will not puniſh! with death, 
where no cauſe of death is. He is ſovereign, but 
he is alſo infinitely juſt; he cannot exact either 
more or leſs than is due. Our Lord's death, then, 
was the laſt, the finiſhing article of the yo_ - our 
redemption. And thus he redeemed by. | 
Our Lord redeems, not only by price, but allo dy 
power. Though externally mean in his ſtate of i 
milistion, he was, however, poſſeſſed of infinite | 
n 0 carried "ou all the een of our 
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fins into a land of forgetfulneſs. He ſuſtained” all 
that weight of wrath and curſe that was due to us 
on account of our ſins. He hath completely broken 
the chains, and removed the gates of bur ſpiritual 
bondage and flavery. He ſuſtained the ſtroke of 
that ſword, which, had he not interpoſed, would 
have ſtruck us all down to eternal perdition. He 
removed mountains of fin from between God and 


us, which never could have been removed by all 


the created hoſts of heaven and earth. He ſpoil- 
ed principalities and powers, and made a ſhew of 
them openly, triumphing over them in his eroſs. 
When about to die himſelf, he even then ſaved 
from death. He was death's plagues, and the 
grave's deſtruction. How powerful is he! verily, 
Ze is Almighty ; and now, in his exalted ſtate, he 
goes on equally ſucceſsful with his work. He works, 
and none can hinder him. His going on with his 
work, in the face of oppoſition from hell and earth, 


zs a ſufficient demonſtration of his ſuperlative abili- 


ties. He takes away the captive of the mighty, and 
delivers the prey of the terrible. He cauſes the 
dead in their graves to hear his voice, live, and come 
forth. He raiſes his armies from among the dead, 

the exceeding dry bones in the valley of viſion. He 
hath brought many already out of all their miſeries, 

and we have good reaſon to think, that he hath ma- 
ny more yet to bring; for he ſays, Other ſheep 1 
have which are not of this fold, them alſo L muſt 


4 bring, and they ſhall hear my voice; and. there 


4 ſhall be one fold, and one ſnepherd. ” He will, 
by his power, protect and ſupport his people in life; 
preſerve them in, and raiſe them up from death; 
and, to the praiſe of free grace, exalt them to his 
glorious throne. | 
But what creature is ; fit for ſuch a work as this ? 
Can one creature give ſatisfaction for another's fins ? 
Can a finite being bear an infinite weight of wrath ?- 
Will God accept of a finite ſatisfaction for an infi- 
nite offence? What mere man, in ſin gle —_— 
. coul 
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could vanquiſh the devil? What creature has power 
to lay down his life, and to take it up again? Does 
ſuch a creature fall within the ſphere of Socinian 
knowledge? But our Lord Jeſus Chrift being more 
than equal to all theſe things, is defervedly to be ac- 
knowledged as the true God. 


9. That our Lord Jeſus Chrift 3 18 the true God, is 
evident from the miracles which he hath wrought. 


A miracle is an effect or work, above, or contrary un- 
to, the ordinary laws of nature. How far ſecond 


cauſes may go in working miracles, we do not pre- 
tend to determine. This, however, we may affirm, 
that every miracle is originally from God. God 


works miracles both mediately and immediately. He 


works miracles mediately. He hath wrought many. 
miracles, both under the old and under the new tef- 
tament diſpenſation, by means of holy men, ſuch as his. 
prophets and apoſtles; but none of theſe did ever pre- 
tend to work miracles by their own power, nor did 


they ever conſider the honour reſulting from them as 


their due; on the contrary, they poſitively refuſed 
it, when offered tc them. Take an inſtance of this 


in the caſe of Peter and John, after healing a man 


lame from his mother's womb. And as the lame 
% man which was healed, held Peter and John, all 


5 the people ran together unto them in the porch, 


* which is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. 
« And when Peter ſaw it, he anſwered unto the 
« people, Ye men of Iſrael, why marvel ye at this? 
or why look ye ſo earneſtly on us, as though by 
our own power or holineſs we had made this man 
to walk?” But they would have all the glory of 
this miracle aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt. © And his. 


* name, through faith in his name, hath. made this 


„man ſtrong, whom ye ſee and know ; yea, , the 


„faith which is by him, hath given this man per- 
« fect ſoundneſs in the preſence of you all *,” Our 


Lord did thus work many miracles, for confirming. 
the miſſion and doctrine of denn . a8 To him-- 


ſelf. 
* * Ads i iii. 12,—16. 
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elf. Miracles were the divine credentials which 
the prophets and apoſtles delivered unto the church, 
upon the authority of which they were to be recei- 
ved by her. 

Sod alſo works miracles immediately, or without 
the intervention of ſecond cauſes. Jeſus Chriſt, af- 
ter this manner, in his ſtate of humiliation, wrought 
many miracles, for confirming the divinity, both of 
his perſon, his miffion, and the doctrines which he 
taught. If we conſult the ſcriptures; they will in- 
form us, that Jefus did many works, 'which no mere 
man of himſelf could do. Follow him in his hiſto- 
ry, and you will find him exhibiting many proofs 
of his divine power. When he entered on the ex- 
erciſe of his public miniſtry, he openly delivered his 
divine credentials; nor was he ever at a loſs to pro- 
duce theſe in any ſtage of his miniſtry. He turned 
water into wine of the beſt quality, when he enter- 
ed on his public miniſtry, but all the ſubſequent 
parts of it were properly ſupported by ſuch divine 

evidence. Did he teach the multitudes ? he alſo 
fed them with a few loaves and fiſhes, which a little 
lad could carry. Did he fend his diſciples before 
him to wait his arrival, while he was ſecretly em- 
ployed in the exerciſes 'of devotion ? he went after 
them, walking on the ſea, when it even blew an hurri- 
cane. He was, in this ſituation, not only ſafe him- 
ſelf, but he alſo afforded ſafety to his diſciples, when 

in much diſtrels. When the ſea was tempeſtuous, 
he ſtilled its proud waves by his more powerful 
word. By a word, or a touch, he healed the ſick, 
when their diſeaſes baffled all the {kill of human 
phyficians, and all the influence of medicine: He 
gave ſight to a man who had been blind from his 
birth. He reſtored life to the dead, not only on the 
deathbed, but alſo on the bier, and even in the 
grave. He diſpoſſeſſed legions of devils, who were 
obliged to confeſs his divinity. Nor could devils 
be caſt out by his diſciples, but in his name, by faith 
in his name. A proof of this we ! in the caſe of 
* one 
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one who was poſſeſſed of only one evil ſpirit. And 
„God wrought ſpecial miracles by the hands of 
Paul. Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exor- 
ciſts, took upon them to call over them who had 
e evil ſpirits, the name of the Lord Jeſus, ſaying, 
We adjure you by Jeſus, whom Paul preacheth.— 
% And there were ſeven ſons of one Sceva a Jew, and 
« chief of the prieſts, who did ſo. And the evil ſpi- 
« rit anſwered and ſaid, Jeſus I know, and Paul 1 
* know, but who are ye? And the man in whom the 
evil ſpirit was leapt on them, and overcame them, 
and prevailed againſt. them, ſo that they fled out 
* of the houſe naked and wounded *. What aw- 
ful blaſphemers then, are Socinians, who will not con- 
feſs ſo much concerning Jeſus Chriſt, as even the 
devils have done! The devils dread his infinite 
-power, but Socinians will have him put on the ſcale 
of created exiſtence. But why will they not con- 
feſs ſo much as their father has confeſſed before 
them ? Do they glory in being more the children of 9 
hell than devils? Do they expect to be applauded | 
and crowned with laurels, becauſe they have refined 
upon their ſyſtem beyond the founder of their/ſe& ? A 
+ Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O eatth; for the | 
« Lord hath ſpoken. I have nouriſhed and brought 
up children, and they have rebelled againſt me. 
«© The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his ma- 
PN ſter's crib, but Iſrael -doth not know, ,my peo- 
«. ple doth not conſider. Ah ſinful nation, a peo- 
“ ple laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, chil- 
„ dren that are corrupters ; they have forſaken the 
„Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of. Iſrael 
% to anger, they are gone away backward f. 
Such are ſome of the miracles N wrought, du- 
ring the time of his public miniſtry, in his ſtate of 
humiliation. Let it not be ſaid, that theſe miracles 3 
were wrought only by his means, as if he had only _ 
deen an inſtrument or ſecond cauſe by which they 5 
were done; for this cannot be ſupported by — roper 
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commiſſion from him to | that effect. 
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evidence. Whereas, on the other hand, we have ſuf- 
ficient evidence, that he wrought miracles by his 


own proper power. Did he not ſay, Let ſuch a mi- 
Tacle be, and preſently it was? He never acknow- 
ledged any other as the worker of miracles by his 


means, as his prophets and apoſtles did. Had he 
only been an inſtrument, or ſecond cauſe, by which 


miracles were wrought, he would, no doubt, have 


done them: in the name of another ; but this he never 


did. He never prefaced a miracle he did, even by 
the name of God: The reaſon is obvious. In re- 


ſpect of his divine power, he is ſecond to none. He 
who gave laws to nature, can, ſurely, when he pies- 


ſes, reverſe them. By a werd, or a touch, he did 
many things which no creature can do. Had he not 
been the proper cauſe of the miracles he did, how 

could he have received the glory of them? But, having 
done theſe works, he alſo bore the glory of them. 


Sometimes, indeed, he ſhunned: various expreſſions. 


of this glory, from the perions upon whom he 


wrought miracles; but never did he deny that theſe 
were his due. When he came into a ſtate of humi- 


liation, it was not to receive, but ta give glory. 


And ſo, when he waved many expreſſions of glory, 
he did this only as acting conſiſtently with the ſtate 


and circumſtances in which he then was. Is it 
meet, that one in the moſt abject and mournful cir- 
cumſtances, ſhould be crowned with laurels : 2 Do 


ſervants claim ftate ? Our blefled Lord, in like man- 
ner, would ſhew his condeſcenſion, in ſuiting him- 
ſelf to his afflicted and ſervile ſtate. But farther, if 
our Lord did work miracles mediately, by his pro- 


phets and apoſtles, he could alſo, ſurely, work them 


immediately in human nature. But that the mira- 
cles wrought by his prophets. and apoſtles, were 
done by his power, is not to be denied, fince they 
were done only in his name. Nor did he ever re- 
primand any of them for giving him the glory of 
the miracles wrought by their means, m virtue of a 


Our 
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Our Lord having, in the courſe of his public mi- 
niſtry, during his life, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
wrought many miracles in proof of his divinity, did 
ſo alſo at the time of his death, when entering in o 
it, and when under its power. Here we may find 
much deciſive evidence of his divinity. When en- 
tering the liſt with death, in all its horrid form, he 
even then appeared victor. Victory declared for 
him in'every march againft, and in every encounter 
with his enemies, till he completely vanquiſhed 
them. When juſt engaging with death, the curſed. 
death of the croſs, he even then, in a moſt remark- 
able manner, took away the captive of the mighty, 
and delivered the prey of the terrible. One of the 
malefactors that were crucified with him, was then 
plucked by his almighty hand, .as a brand out of 
the burning. When ſtooping to the ſtroke of death 
Himſelf, he even then ſaved a finner out of death's 
Jaws: And was not this a miraculous ſalvation? + 
The „ thief {aid unto Jeſus, Lord, remember me 
„ when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. And Jeſus 
„ ſaid unto him, Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, 
«+ To-day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe.“ 
Let us next fellow our Lord into death's territo- 
ries, and there we ſhall alſo find him divine. He 
really died. He laid down his life, that he might 
take it again. But his having power to lay down 
his life, is a moſt irrefragable proof of his divinity. 
Has any creature a right to lay down his own life ? 
and when laid down, has he power to take it again ? 
Can all the ſagacity of Socinians find out ſuch a 
creature? or will any of themſelves vie with ſeſus 
Chriſt in this particular? Were the magicians of 
Egypt a match even for Moſes? When our Lord, 
then, had entered into the ſtate of the dead, when 
he had actually given up the ghoſt, did he ceaſe to 
be divine? He was, even then, JeHovan in the hue 
man nature. The union between his foul and his 
body was indeed diſſolved by death, but the union 
between his divine and human natures, in his 18 
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ſon, was not then diſſolved. It was the Lord: that 
hang on the crols, after he had given up the ghoſt, 
and it was the Lord that was buried, and lay in the 
grave till the third day: And hence an angel ſaid 
to the women, who came after his refurrection to 
viſit the ſepulchre, He is not here; for he is riſen, 
« as he ſaid ; Come, ſee the place where the Lord 
0 lay; * or, “the place where IEHOVAH lay ;”” for 
ſuch is the meaning of Lord in the New Teſtament 
ſoriptures, when it begins with a capital letter as 
here, Jehovah, the divine Saviour, did, therefore, 
enter into the ſtate of the dead, and continue under 
the power of death for about the ſpace of thirty-ſix 
Hours: All this time he was under the death of the 
croſs, a curſed death, a death in virtue of the law- 
threatening, which faith, „In dying thou ſhalt 
% die;“ for he neither died, nor could die any other 
death. Having then come into this ſtate, he had 
power to evidence himſelf divine when in it. Ha- 
ving had power to manifeſt his divinity in his life, 
he was able alſo to manifeſt it in his death. Nor is 
this to be thought a ſtrange, or an unaccountable aſ- 

ſertion ; fince he, in his death, was Jenovan, the 
eternal, the independent, and neceſſary. exiſting Being. 
Our Lord was divine, in all the truth of G&vinity, 
poſſeſſed of infinite power and authority in his 
death, as well as in his life. It were, indeed, the 
height of blaſphemy to maintain, that he was not; 
For this were, in effect, to deny his Godhead alto- 
gether. A changeable god, a god having power 
and authority at one time, but diveſted of them at 
another, 1s not God by nature. Such a god exiſts 
only in wild imagination. Such a god may ſuit the 
wiſh ofa Socinian, but not of a ſaint. Our Lord 
had not only power to evidence himſelf divine in his 
death, but he alſo did ſo. . When he veiled himſelf 

by death, he alſo veiled the ſun with darkneſs, 
When he entered into the gloomy regions of the 
dead, he cauſed the very pillars of nature to ſhake. 
| Having made the rock to tremble, from which he 


gave 
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gave the law, he alſo; rent the rocks, when he be- 
came the end of the law. Being the end of the ce- 


remonial law in his death, he, by his ſecret almigh- 


ty hand, expoſed thoſe ſacred myſteries, which lay 
- concealed from public view in the moſt holy place, 
by rending the vail of the temple,in twain, from 
the top to the bottom. Then he cauſed the. ſacrifice 
and the oblation to ceaſe. This the angel Gabriel, 
ſpeaking to the prophet Daniel, expreſsly aſcribes 


to him, ſaying, © And he ſhall confirm the covenant - 


« with many for one week; and in the midſt of 
% the week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the obla- 
* tion to ceaſe.” Our Lord's death, being the 
' cauſe of his people's life, the cauſe of their reſur- 
rection to a new life both of grace and glory, he 
then gave & proof and earneſt of this, in the reſur- 
rection of many ſaints, who were then ſleeping in 
their graves. And hence the evangeliſt Matthew 
ſays, Jeſus, when he had cried again with a loud 


% voice, yielded up the ghoſt. And behold, the 


« yail of the temple was rent in twain, from the to 
to the bottom, and the earth did quake, and the 
« rocks rent, and the graves were opened, and ma- 


„ny bodies of ſaints, which flept, aroſe &.“ Theſe 


are 
* Matth. xxvii. 50,—52. 8 
We are of opinion, (notwithſtanding of what a Rev. Doctor 
hath ſaid to the contrary,) that theſe ſaints roſe at the time of our 
Lord's death; that their reſurrection was a proper miraculous ef. 
fect of his infinite power; that it was, therefore, a proof of bis 


divinity, when he was in the ſtate of the dead; and that the earth- 


quake which then happened, was ſubſervient to the production 
of this event. The connection of this, with the other things nar- 
rated by the evangeliſt Matthew, which happened at the time of 
our Lord's death, makes it evident to us, that they all happen- 
ed at one time. We are indeed told, in the ſubſequent context, 
that theſe ſaints came out of the graves; or, out from a- 
„ mong the graves, after our Lord's reſurrection, and went in- 


& to the holy city, and appeared unto many.” But the reſur- 
flityiag out, as the word Ggnifies, of theſe ſaints - 


rection, and the 
from among the graves, are very different in their ſignifications, 
The original word rendered aro/e, is uſed to expreſs a proper re- 
ſurrection. It is uſed to expreſs our Lord's reſurrection from 
the dead. And hence two of the diſciples teſtified unto the reſt, 


ſaying, © The Lord is riſen indeed, and hath appeared to Si- 
E «© mon. 
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are ſtriking evidences of our Lord's divinity, when 
He was in the ſtate of the dead. He died, and yet 
lived in death. He was dead, according to his hu- 
| | | 5 man 


% mon *.“ It is uſed to expreſs the ſpiritual reſurrection of the 
ſaints. And hence Paul, writing to the Epheſians, ſays, ** Awake 
thou that ſleepeft, and arzfe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give 
** thee light f.“ It is uſed to expreſs the reſurrection of the dead 
at the laſt day. And hence Paul, writing to the Corinthians, 
ſays, For if the dead r/e not, then is not Chriſt riſen . But 
the original word rendered, came out, or, as it might be rendered, 
Jallying out, never, ſo far as we have obſerved, is uſed to expreſs 
any ſort of reſurrection at all. The word, then, as here uſed, 
- ſuppoſes the reſurrection of theſe ſaints to be paſt. They muſt 
have riſen, before they ſallied out from among the tombs. If it 
ſhould be afked, How, then, were they provided with food, rai- 
ment, and the other neceſſaries of life, before they went into the 
holy city ? We might alſo aſk, How were they provided with 
theſe things, then? But if theſe ſaints roſe to an immortal life, 
as ſeems to be the general opinion, then they needed none of 
* theſe things, either before, or after they went into the holy city. 
If they roſe to an immortal life, they could put up as commodi- 
ouſly among the tombs, as in the ciry. The ſacred hiſtory, then. 
both before and after the account of the coming out of theſe 
ſaints from among the tombs, and their going into the holy city, 
being filled up with events that happened during the time of our 
Lord's being in the ſtate of the dead, it appears to us, that the 
coming forth of theſe ſaints, their going into the holy city, and 
appearing unto many, is referred to the hiſtory of the next chap- 
ter, by the prepoſition after, where we have various circumſtan- 
ces relative to our Lord's reſurrection narrated. Nor is it an 
uncommon thing with the inſpired writers, to attend more to bre- 
vity in the narration of facts, than to the times in which they 
happened. 1 80 n | 
How then does this account agree with ſuch teftimonies con- 
cerning Chriſt as theſe: © And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the firſt-born from the dead, 
that in all things he might have the pre-eminence *; and 
*© Jeſus Chriſt, who is the faithful Witnels, and the firſt-begotten 
© of the dead ++ ?” If the ſaints mentioned roſe befbre hriſt, 
how then is he the firſt· born from, and the firſt-begotten of the 
dead? He may be ſaid to be ſo, though his reſurrection was not 
the firſt in the order of time. Aud that it was not the firſt in the 
order of time, might beJſhewn in many inftances. We ſhall only 
mention the two following. Moſes died and was buried; 
but ſince he appeared with Chriſt in the mount of transfigura- 
tion, his reſurrection muſt have been before his. Lazarus alſo died 
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man nature ; but he lives unchangeably, according 
to his divine nature. Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſ- 
« terday, to-day, and for ever.“ | 
21 | 4 

and was buried; but Jeſus raiſed him from the dead, before he 
either died, or roſe from the dead himſelf, The ſcriptures cited, 
then, concerning the priority of our Lord's reſurrection, may be 
underſtood of him, as riſing from the dead by his own power; as 
the head of his myſtical body; and as, in the order of nature, the 
firſt-fruits of all who ſleep in him. In all theſe reſpects, he, indeed, 
has the pre-eminence. We ſay, then, that © many bodies of ſaints 
*« which ſlept, aroſe” at the time of our Lord's death. And we 
the rather hold by this opinion, becauſe we are unwilling to drop 
any thing that ſeems to ſtrengthen the evidence of our Bord*s 
divinity, eſpecially at a time when ſuch evidence was ſo precious. 
But would not the evidence of our Lord's divinity, ariſing from 
the reſurrection of theſe ſaints, have been as precious at the time 
of his reſurrection, ſuppoſing them to have riſen then? No; for 
his own reſurrection was the beſt evidence of his divinity that 
could be given. That the reſurrectien of theſe ſaints, then, at the 
time of our Lord's death, is to be-underſtpod as one branch of this 
evidence, ſeems to us quite plain, from the teſtimony of the Cen- 
turion, and they who were with him on that occaſion. Now 

when the Centurion, and they that were with him watching 
«« Jeſus, ſaw the earthquake, and thoſe things that were done, 

e they feared greatly, ſaying; Truly this was the Son of God *.“ 

But may not the premiſes, from which this concluſion is drawn, 
be underſtood as the effects of God the Father's power, in teſti- 
mony of his ſatisfaction with the ſervice in which Chriſt had been 
engaged ? Did not God thus cloſe the awful ſcene, which his 
ſervant had been acting upon the ſtage of this world, and eſpe- 
cially upon Calvary, as an evidence of his having acquitted him- 
ſelf honourably ? If the things referred to were done, as now in 
_ queſtion, it does not neceſſarily follow, that Chrift was truly the 
Son of God, or, according to the manifeſt import of the words, 
a divine Perſon ; for all theſe things conſidered abſtractly, or by 
themſelves, might have been thus done, and yet the perſon, of 
whoſe ſervice they were intended as a teſtimony of approbation, 
have been only finite. Witneſs how Moſes, Elijah, Eliſha, and 
other prophets, were thus honoured ; but it does not follow, that 
any of theſe were divine perſons. Theſe things in queſtion, in- 
deed, prove that the perſon by whoſe power they were dene, is 
divine; and, therefore, if God the Father did them, that he 
is divine. But this is not the conclufion drawn by the Centurion, 

and thoſe that were with him, at the time of our Lord's death ; 
for they concluded, from the things which they then ſaw, that 

Jeſus Chriſt was divine, © Truly this was the Son of God.“ 


Chrift, 
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To this evidence may alſo be added, our Lord's 
own reſurrection from the dead. Had he not been 
divine in his death, how is it ſuppoſable, that hne 


could have taken his human life again in his reſur- 


rection? But he had power to take it again. He 
actually roſe from the dead. He is riſen.” He 


« both died, and roſe, and revived, that he might 
„be Lord both of the dead and living.“ He was 
buried, and roſe again the third day, according to 

But can any creature do ſuch works as theſe? Can 
any mere man counteract the laws of nature, and 
make them produce effects, the very reverſe of what 


they naturally tend to? Can he, either in life, or in 


a ſtate of death, raiſe others who are dead and bu- 
ried? Can he put a veil upon the ſun, that there 
ſhould be darkneſs over all the land? Can he abro- 


gate the poſitive precepts and inſtitutions of the Di- 
vine Lawgiver? Can he, when dead, raiſe himſelf 
from that ſtate? What mere man can do ſuch won- 


derful works as theſe ? But we have already ſeen, 


that our Lord is equal to all theſe things. He ig, 


therefore, the true God. 

10. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, 
is evident from his upholding and governing all 
things. That he hath made all things, we have al- 


ready ſeen ; but having made all things, he alſo up- 
Holds and governs them. Having given being to 
the whole creation, he alſo maintains it in all its 


* 8 ö Parts, 


Chriſt, then, was the efficient cauſe of the things from which- 
they drew this conclufion. What an aſtoniſhing teſtimo- 
ny was this! Roman ſoldiers bearing. teſtimony to the trutn 


of Chriſt's divinity ! But the wall of partition, between Jews and 
Gentiles, was now falling down. The grace of the goſpel was 


-now getting vent to the Gentile-nations. Nothiog, ſurely, but 


a divine illumination, could make theſe ſoldiers fee the divinity 


of Jeſus, as. the efficient cauſe of the wonderful things which took 
place at the time of his death. Nor could any thing leſs than. a 
divine impulſe, fend forth ſuch an honourable, teſtimony from 


them. Our Lord, then, did evidently ſhew himſelf divine, by 
various miracles which he wrought; even in the-article of his 
own death, 1 | 
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parts, in being. Having given laws to all things, 
he alſo maintains theſe laws. He who gave laws to 
men and angels, can, and will vindicate the honour 
of them. He, indeed, holds the reins: of univerſal 
government in his hand. In him we live, and 
„move, and have our being : For we are all his off- 
« ſpring *.“ © And he is before all things, and by 
„ him all things conſiſt f. God © hath put all 
« things under his feet, and gave him to be = head 
„ over all things to the church, which is his body, 
« the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all The 
Royal Pſalmiſt, in addreſſing himſelf to God, cele- 
brates our Lord's mediatory dominion, in all this 
extent, ſaying, Thou haſt crowned him with glo- 
3 and honour. Thou madeſt him to have domi- 
nion over the works of thy hands: Thou haſt put 
all things under his feet. All ſheep and oxen, 

yea, and the beaſts of the field; the fowl of the 
<« air, and the fiſh of the ſea, and whatſoever paſ- 
« ſeth through the paths of the ſeas .. 

But can any creature maintain another in being? 
Can any mere man, let his endowments be ever ſo 
diſtinguiſhed, uphold and govern all things? Hath 
any ſuch being © meaſured the waters in the hollow 
« of his hand? and meted out the heaven with the 
ſpan, and comprehended the duſt of the earth in a, 
<« meaſure, and weighed the mountains in ſcales, and 
„ the hills in a balance?“ Can he“ fit upon the 
circle of the earth, and,“ in compariſon of him, 
the inhabitants thereof be as graſhoppers?ꝰ Can 

he © ftretch out the heavens as a curtain, and ſpread 
them out as a tent to dwell in?” Has he his 
« way in the whirlwind, and in the ſtorm, and the. 
« clouds the duſt of his feet?” Can he © ride upon. 
« the heavens in the help of Jeſhurun, and in his 
« excellency upon the ſky?” Can he © bind the. 


« ſweet influences of Pleiades, or looſe the bands of. 


„ Orion?” Can he“ bring forth Mazzaroth in his 
«« + ſeaſon, or guide Arcturus with his ſons?” Does 
E > 2 
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he know * the ordinances of heaven, and can he ſet 
« the dominion thereof in the earth? Can he * lift 
up his voice to the clouds, that abundance of water 
ce may cover him?” Can he fend lightenings, that 
they may go, and ſay unto him, here we are?“ 
Will the ſan go back at his command, or put on a 
veil at the ſhining of his glory ? Can he bring forth 
the ſtars as an army to fight for him ; or ſtop the 
moon in her courſe till he rout his enemies? Does he 
ſign death's warrant ; or do the iſſues from it belong 
to him? What mere man can do ſuch things as theſe ? 
And if there be any that can, let Socinians ſay who 
he is. But they muſt fail in making the attempt. 
They can, indeed, as little tell how a mere man can 
do theſe things. we have mentioned, as they can tell 
howan eternal Father begetteth an eternal Son, orhow 
the ſatisfaction of our Redeemer, his obedience and 
ſuffering unto the death in our ſtead, is the only 
meritorions cauſe of our ſalvation. None, ſurely, 
but he who is the true God, can uphold and govern. 
all things. The ſame perfections, ſurely, that were 
neceſſary in creation, are alſo neceſſary in provi- 
dence: For providence does certainly mean the con- 
tinuance of creation, in all the different ſcales of cre- 
ated exiſtence. But fince our Lord upholds and go- 
verns all things, he muſt be the true God. 

' That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, is evi- 
dent from his being the object of divine worſhip. He 
who made and upholds all things, does certainly de- 
ſerve their praiſe and adoration. God hath made all 
things for himſelf, for the diſplay of his own glory. 
This end is gained, even by the inanimate creation. 


258 Fe heavens declare the glory of God, and the firma- 


% ment ſheweth his handywork. Day unto day ut- 
t tereth ſpeech, and night unto night ſheweth know- 
* Tedge, There is no ſpeech, nor language, where 
% their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out 

* through all the earth, atid their words to the end 
4 of the world; in them hath he ſet 4 tabernacle for 
s the ſun, which is as a bridegroom coming =o 
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* his chamber, and rejoiceth as a ſtrong man to run 
« a race. His going forth is from the end of the 
c heaven, and his circuit unto: the ends of it, and 
„there is nothing hid from the heat thereof .“ 
But all things are called upon to praiſe the name of 
the Lord. Praiſe ye the Lord. Praiſe ye the Lord 
from the heavens ; praiſe him in the heights. Praiſe 
ye him, all his angels; praiſe ye him, all his hoſts 
&c. Is God Creator, then, to be praiſed by all his 
works? Jehovah, the perſonal Word of God, ir to be 
praiſed by all theſe works: For © all things were made 
„ by him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made.“ But this perſonal Word, being 
exalted as the horn of his people's ſalvatian, is, in a 
{ſpecial manner, their praiſe; the great matter of their 
praiſe, He who has done more for us than any crea- 
ture can do; he who has paid our infinite debt to 
the offended Deity ; he who delivers us from all our 
_ cruel and deadly foes; he who raiſes us up from all 
the ruins of the fall; he who gives us the bleſſings 
of grace and glory; he, ſurely, has the moſt indu- 
bitable right to our perſons and ſervices. - Reaſon it- 
{elf cannot but grant this. Who deſerves our ſer- 
vices, if our-beſt Friend, our beſt Benefactor does not? 
But that theſe are due to. Jeſus Chriſt, might be 
ſhewn at great length from ſcripture. 4 As I live 
% ſaith the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and 
every tongue ſhall confeſs to God,“ i. e. to God 
our Saviour: For the Father judgeth no man, but 
« hath committed all judgment unto the Son; that all 
t men ſhould honour the Son, even as they honour the 
* Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth 
„ not the Father that hath ſent him . Accordingly, - 
the ſaints, in every paſt period of the church, have 


_ worſhipped him as the true God. Did not Abram, 


in the plains of Mamre, profes his faith in him, 
_ faying, © My Lord,“ or Jehovah? And did he 
not there alſo confeſs him to be the Judge of all the 
earth, who could not but do right? Did not 2 
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when at the brook Jabbok, pray to him with 
wreſtling, till the breaking of the day, for the blef- 
ſing? Did not the children of Iſrael worſhip him at 
Horeb ? Did not all the patriarchs, prophets, and ho- 
ly men of old, worſhip him? And, in the days of his 
fleſh, though ever jealous of his Father's glory, 
never offending him himſelf, and always commanding 
others to give him the things that are his; he not 
only received the hoſannas that were given him by 
the multitudes, before and behind, as he entered into 
Jeruſalem ; but he even vindicated the hoſannas that 
were given him, by the children in the temple. Did 
not two women, after his reſurrection, hold him by 
the feet and worſhip him? Did not his diſciples wor- 
ihip him when he aſcended up into heaven in human 
nature? And it came to paſs while he bleſſed them, 
he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven, and they worſhipped him, and returned 
to Jeruſalem with great joy *. Does not God 
the Father. fay, * Let all the angels of God worſhip 
„% him?” „ And one cried unto another, and ſaid, 
« Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hoſts, the whole 
earth is full of his glory. But this was the glory 
of Adonai, the baſis of the church, our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift.. - And hence the evangeliſt John, ſpeaking of 
him, ſays, * Theſe things ſaid Iſaias, when he ſaw 
his glory, and ſpake of him F.” Is not baptiſm 
diſpenſed in his name, as well as in the name of God 
the Father and God the Spirit? Does he not require 
us to believe in Himſelf as we doin God the Father ? 
Le believe in God, believe alſo in me.“ Is not the 
command of God the Father to the ſame effect? · And 
this is his commandment that we ſhould believe on 
the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt.” Will not his ſer- 
vants in heaven, angels and men, ſerve him equally 
with God the Father, in the higheſt ſtrains of praiſe 
and adoration for ever and ever? * And I beheld,” 
ſays the apoſtle John, and J heard the voice of many 
te | angels round about the throne, and the beaſts and 
3 66 * 
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« the elders, and the number of them was ten thouſand 
« times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands ; 
“ faying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb 
„that was ſlain to receive power, and riches, and 
„ wiſdom, and ftrength, and honour, and glory, and 
* bleſſing.” All this extent of divine worſhip, and 
infinitely more than we can conceive, is due to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if God be true, and that hei 15 true, 
right reaſon itſelf does grant. 

But will God give his glory to eee or his 
praiſe to a mere man? Will he degrade himſelf, that 
he may deify a creature? That be far from him. He 
cannot act a part inconſiſtent with his infinite per- 
fections. Let abſurdities be afcribed to his rivals, 
but not to him. Is any creature, in its moſt impro- 
ved, in its moſt perfect ſtate, capable of bearing the 
infinite weight of God's glory ? Can any of the pro- 
ductions of time, wear the crown of the Eternal Be- 
ing? Were this poſſible, Rejoice ye inhabitants of 
hell, ye thall be able to bear an infinite weight of 
wrath, to ſatisfy for all your crimes, and fo be deli- 
vered from your doleful priſon, your galling chains, 
your tormenting flames, your blackneſs of darkneſs, 
your hideous howlings, your moſt acute pains, your 

curſed death, and all your countleſs miſeries. What 
comfort would this proſpect, were it well founded, 
adminiſter to Socinians? But if a finite ſubject can- 
not bear an infinite weight either of glory or wrath, as 
both ſcripture and right reaſon do teſtify, then, 
neither ſhall the damned have hope, nor ſhall any of 
the ſaved become God. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, then, 
having divine worſhip aſcribed to him in ſcripture, 
muſt be the true God. 

12. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 is the true God, is 
evident from his being the Judge of the world. He 
came once into the world in the likeneſs of finful 
fleſh, to finiſh the work of redemption, in reſpect of 
purchaſe, by his obedience and ſuffering unto the 
death. He comes in the adminiſtration of the new co- 
venant, by means of his word, ordinances, and pro- 
vidences, to 5p the bleſſings of Me to _ for 
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whom they were purchaſed. But he is alſo to come to 


judge the world. He will come to judge the world at 


the laſt day; when he will bring forth the headſtone 
of the building of mercy with ſhoutings, crying, 
Grace, grace, unto it; and when he will deliver up the 
kingdom to the Father, giving a good account of the 


whole of his adminiſtration in time. And that he is 


to be the Judge of the world, is abundantly evident 
in ſcripture : © For the Father judgeth no man, but 


„ hath committed all judgment unto the Son, and 
„ hath given him authority to execute judgment 


„ alſo, becauſe he is the Son of Man *.”” Our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as God and man in one perſon, is tojudge 
the world. Now, if we confider the ſeveral parts of 


the laſt judgment, it will, to every unprejudiced and 


intelligent mind, appear evident, that the Judge muſt 
be the true God. 

If we liſten to what the ſcripture aye with who 
to the perſon of the Judge, it will inform us, that he 
is a glorious Perſon. © When the Son of Man ſhall 


come in his glory 4.” How glorious was he, even 


in his ſtate of humiliation, on the mount of transfi- 
guration ! How glorious was the appearance he made 


to Stephen, when dying among the hands of his cruel 


enemies! And how glorious was the appearance he 


- made to the apoſtle John, when he faw him in vi- 


ſion, and fell at his feet as dead! But, how much 
more glorious will his appearance be, when he comes 
to judge the world at the laſt day! Then his divini- 
ty will ſhine forth in his human nature, with ſtriking 
luſtre. His human body, then, will be tranſparent 


with glory. His glory will outſhine, infinitely out- 
| ſhine the ſun in his meridian ſplendour. His light 


will darken. the pureſt beams of the ſun. As if con- 


ſcious of its inferiority to him, the ſun will haſte a- 
way, to hide itſelf in obſcurity. And hence the a- 


poſtle John ſays, I ſaw a great white throne, and 
« Him that ſat on it, from whoſe face the earth and 
the heaven fled away, and there was no place for 

| „ fmem 


John Vo 2225. | t Matth. xv. 3. 


— 


1 HRE TRUE G OD. 41 


„ them *.” But what mere man can diſplay ſuch a 
meaſure of glory as this? Can any human glory 
darken the ſun, and make heaven and earth to flee 
away before it? 

Jeſus Chriſt is not only to come in his own glory, 
to judge the world, but he 1s alſo to come in the 
glory of his Father: © For the Son of man ſhall 
come in the glory of his Father 1.“ God © hath 
92 appointed a day in the which he will judge the 
« world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he 
* hath ordained ; whereof he hath given aſſurance 
© unto all men, in that he hath raiſed him from the 
« dead.” God the Father being to judge the world 
by Jeſus Chriſt, this glorious Perſon will, therefore, 
come to judge the world in the glory of his Father. 
Then there will be a glorious diſplay of all the di- 
vine perfections, common to the eternal Father, and 
his eternal Son. Jeſus Chriſt, being to judge the 
world in human nature, as the Son of man; the 
Father's glory, in which he is to come as Judge, 
ſeems chiefly to refer to his commiſſion and autho- 
rity, in his official capacity. Chriſt will repreſent 
his Father in the laſt judgment, as judging in virtue 
of a commiſſion from him. How we then, 
muff his power and authority be! None may charge 
him with impoſition : None may call his authority 
in queſtion : There can be no appeal from his ſen- 
tence: His judgment muſt be deciſive. May we 
then imagine, will right reaſon grant, that God 

could commiſſion a creature, however excellent, to 
judge the world ? If he had done this, where were 
infinite wiſdom and prudence? When one is ap- 
pointed to execute any buſineſs to which he is un- 
equal, do we not cenſure that appointment as im- 
prudent. But were Chriſt only a creature, muſt he 
not be unqualified for judging the world? No crea» 
ture, ſurely, i is fit for ſuch a buſineſs as this. 
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Chriſt being to come in his own and his Father's 
glory to judge the world, is alſo to come in the glo- 
ry of all the holy angels. When he comes to judge 
the world, all the holy angels will attend him as 
his retinue and miniſters. © For,“ ſays he, who- 
„ ſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and of my words, 
% of him ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when 
« he ſhall come in his own glory, and in his Fa- 
4. ther's, and of the holy angels *.“ The angels 
will announce to the world, the judgment of the 
great day. Then all the angelic heavenly hoſt will 
act as the miniſters of the Judge. And hence the 
ſpirit of prophecy lays, „ Thouſand thouſands mi- 
«© niftered unto him.“ But can any mere man have, 
can any mere man claim, ſuch a. glorious retinue as 
his due? The holy angels, indeed, do now miniſter 
for the . ſaints. © Are they not all miniſtring ſpi- 
„ rits, ſent forth to miniſter for them, who ſhall be 
« heirs of falvation : 2 But they ſhall wholly mi- 
niſter to Chriſt, in the judgment at the laſt day. 
Their miniſtry for the ſaints is of grace, but their 
miniſtry to Chriſt is his due, a debt they owe to him 
as his creatures. They are his angels; he is their 
Lord. We are to petition him for the good offices 
of his angels; but he commands theſe offices. 
The angels will, in the laſt judgment, act accord- 
ing to his orders. All the glory of their miniſtry is 
due to him; but this no creature may claim. It 
were the height of pee for any creature to 
claim this. 
When Chriſt comes to judge the world, then he 
will ſit upon a glorious throne. When the Son 
4% of man ſhall come in his glory, and all his holy an- 
gels with him; then ſhall he fit on the throne of 
* his glory f.“ He ſhall then fit upon © a great 
„ white throne.” His throne will be a throne of 
judgment; a throne ſuitable both to the Judge and. 
the judgment. What a glorious appearance will his 
throne then make: How admirable will it be in the 
5 | | 1 
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eyes of all faints ! Ho terrible will it be in the eyes 
of all finners! How will it ſtrike 'terror into both 
devils and wicked men!” It will appear to all as the 
throne, not of a creatute, but of God. If we may 
uſe the expreſſion, bow ridiculous would it be for a 

_ creature, a finite being, to fit as yooge: "whoa thy 
throne of the laſt judgment? 

The throne being ſet, then men and devil are te | 
be brought before it. The Judge will raiſe up the 
dead out of their graves. - He who ſpake all things in- 

to being, can call the dead out of their graves to the 
judgment. The hour is coming in the which all that 
ate in the graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come 
K *© forth, they that have done good, unto the refur- 
« rection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the reſurrection of damnation *. All the devils | 
ſhall alſo be parties in the judgment. This they 
dread: And hence they ſaid to Jeſus, Art thou 
« come hither to torment us before the time ?“ But 
what mere man has power and authority to raiſe the 
dead, and aſſemble the world? Can à finite dang, 
call men and devils before him into judgment? 
Parties being aſſembled, then the books ſhall be 
opened. Daniel, ſpeaking of the laſt judgment, ſays, 
The books were opened.“ Various books will then 
de opened; and men and devils will be judged ac 
cording to- the things written in theſe books. The 
book of life will be opened: And hence the apoſtle 
John ſays, I ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand 
„before God, and the books were opened: And a- 
4 nother book was opened, Which is the bock of 
« life 4.” The book of the divine remembranee 
will be opened. Then they that feared the Lord 
*« ſpake often one to another, and the Lord heark- 
„ ened, and heard it; and u book of remembrance | 
was written before him for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon his name J. The 
book of divine revelation will be opened: And 
bang var Lord ye, He chat reje&teth me, and 
F | “ receiveti 
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«. receiveth not my words; hath one that judgeth 
«, him: The word that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall 
« judge him in the laſt day &. ; The book of con- 
ſoience will be opened. * If our heart condemn us, 
% God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all 
« things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, 
then have we confidence towards God +.” By the 
heart, here, we may underſtand the conſcience; 
or, that power of condemning and acquitting, that 
belongs to the human mind. This power, being ex- 
erciſed in judging now, will alſo be thus exerciſed 
at the laſt day. The book of providence will alſo 
be opened. The whole of providence, reſpecting 
both ſaints and ſinners, will then come under review. 
Moſes ſeems to have had this book in his eye, when, in 
interceding with God for Iſrael, he faid, © Yet now, 
<« if thou wilt, forgive their fin, and if not, blot me, 
I pray thee, out of thy book which thou haſt writ- 
ten .“ Or, as if he had ſaid. Let not the good 
“ offices I have done among this people aggravate 
their ſin and miſery. -If thou wilt not pardon 
« them, then let me have no more connection with 
% them.“ Such are ſome of the books that will be 
opened in the laſt judgment: But who, ſave the true 
God, is able to open and read theſe books? Can a- 
ny but he, who is infinite in knowledge, perfectly 
call the roll of elect men, and place them all on bis 
right hand in the judgment? Can any other call the 
roll of ſinners, and oblige them all to compear then 
on his left hand? Can any but he who is omni- 
ſcient, fully underſtand all the thoughts, words, and 
actions of ſaints and ſinners? Can any other ſum up 
all that has been done, agreeable and diſagreeable, 
to divine revelation, in all the different ages of time? 
Can any other read every conſcience, and cauſe eve- 
ry one read the book of his own conſeienee, however 
extenſi ve the records, and obliterated the characters 
be? Can any other explain all the myſteries of Pro- 
Weng, ae all the indes, of time? No 
creature 
* Johnxii. 48. 48. fr John iii. 20, 21. ' 4 Exqd. xxxu. 32 
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e ſurely, can do wete t things: And yet, 
both ſcripture and right reaſon agree, that the Judge 
of the world muſt be capable of doing theſe things“ 
All the grounds and evidences of the judgment, 
being read and clearly ſtated, then the Judge will 
give ſentence upon all the parties concerned, ac- 
cording. to theſe things. Then ſhall the King ſay 
% unto them on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of 
« my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
„from the foundation of the world.“ Turning, as 
it were, to the miſerable company on his left bend, 
« Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them, Depart from me, 
« ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels *;” Every one then will be 
ſenſible of the juſtneſs of his ſentence.” No one will 
have reaſon to complain of the ſmalleſt injury on the 
part of the Judge. Sinners are, indeed, repreſented 
in ſcripture, as offering various pleas in their own 
defence; but being all ſenſible that they are work 
ers of iniquity, they muſt all know that their dam- 
nation is juſt. The Judge will then acknowledge 
and acquit the righteous, upon the ground of his 
own ſatisfaction for them, while their own good 
works will only fall under a ſecondary conſideration, 
or be produced in the judgment in point of evidence; 
whereas the works of finners, being wholly finful, 
will then be produced; not only in point of evi- 
dence againſt them, but alſo as the grounds of their 
condemnation. Our good works, being imperfect, 
merit nothing: But the wages of ſin is death, 
infinite wrath. But who, ſave the true God, can per- 
fectly diſcern between the righteous and the wicked; 
between him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth 
him not? None, but the Divine Shepherd, can 
fully ſeparate between the ſheep and the goats, and 
give ſentence wen _— MO wo their, real 
character. | 
The Judge having ien dünne mobs both Gints 
and en a | 
+7 Tn tion. 
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The execution of it will begin upon finners. 
4 Tbeſe ſhall go away into everlaſting putriſhment.”” 
And then the righteous ſhall be welcomed home to 
their Father's houſe, the manſions of | everlaſting 
bliſs; Theſe ſhall go ** into life eternal &. This is 
che iſſue of the judgment. Sinners will then be caſt 
into hell; and the ſaints will then be put in poſſeſ- 
Ron of etetnal glory. Theſe parties will then be 
placed in two extremes, the extremes of happi- 
neſs and of miſery. Say ye to the righteous, that 
it ſhall be well with him; for they ſhall eat the 
fruit of cheir doings. Wo unto the wicked, it 
% hall be ill with him; for the reward of his hands 
% ſhall be given him. But whenee is that erea- 
ture that can beſtow eternal life upon the ſaints? 
Is this at the diſpoſal of any but the true God? And 
what creature can caſt devils and wicked men into 
hell, and ſhut them up there, to be for their crimes 
puniſhed for ever and ever? Nor ſhall Socinians get 
an outgate here, even by the back door of an- 
whilation : For, though this were not abſurd, even 
in the judgment of right reaſon, it is as impoſſible | 
for one creature to annihilate another, as it is for one 
to caſt another into hell. 
Upon the whole, then, if the perſon, who: is the 
Son of God by an eternal generation, the expreſs 
image or type of God the Father's perſon; if he, 
who is poſſeſſed of all divine perfections, the ſame 
in ſubſtance, equal in power and in glory with God 
the Father; if he, who was ſet up from everlaſting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was, as our 
repreſentative in the covenant of grace; if he, who 
engaged from everlaſting to glorify God upon the 
earth, and to ſave us with an everlaſting ſalvation; 
if he, who takes, and unfolds the book of the divine 
decrees, which are all one eternal and immanent 
act of God's free and ſovereign will; if he, who is 
called, in the moſt abſolute manner, by the names 
geen do aue rue God; if he, who has ereated all 
= 
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things, making nonentity the teeming womb of the 
vaſt creation; if he, who has redeemed an elect 
company of Adam's ruined family, from all the 
depths of fin and miſery to eternal glory; if he, who 
upholds and governs all things, both in the material 
and ſpiritual world; if he, who works miracles, ſuch 
works as no creafure of himſelf ean do; if he, who 
is worſhipped, equal with God the Father, in the 
church, both militant and triumphant ; and, if he 
who is to judge the world, both men and devils, at 
the laſt day ; if the Perſon, we ſay, to whom ſerip- 
ture aſeribes theſe things, be the true God,- then 
| 2 Lord re Chriſt 17 moſt” certainly the” true 
"I 


We ſhall now. 3 rs this diſcourſe, _ Gine 
inferences from the ſubject. This it the true N. * 

ne | 

1. Since our Lord Jeſus Chriſt i is bet forth i in ſerips 5 
ture as a divine Perſon, then they do greatly err 
who deny his divinity. Some who are moſt noted 
for this, are called Socinians. Theſe deny that our 
Lord had any being before he was conceived of the 
Virgin Mary. And ſo, while they allow him to be 
an extraordinary man, they deny that he is both 


| God and man in one perſon. This hereſy is, there- 


fore, pregnant with all other hereſies that have peſ- 
tered the Chriftian Church. A Socinian is an Ar- 
minian, a Pelagian, a Deiſt, an Antichriſt, an Ari- 
an, an Atheiſt, and what not? The fabric they 
build, upon the burial of Chriſt's divinity, is moſt 
deſtructive. It will cruſh the perſons, upon whom 
it falls, down to the loweſt hell. Every Socinian, in 
conſcience, is like Simon the ſorcerer, in the gall | 
of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity. + Mho is a 
« Har, but he that denieth that Jeſus is the Chriſt? 
« He is Antichriſt that denieth the Father and the 
* Son: Whoſvever denieth the Son, the ſame hath 
ot the Father.“ Nor is this "hereſy now baniſh. 


ell but oc our land. It had its advocates and abet- 


tors 


"© 
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tors formerly; ; but it has theſe ſtill: For there are 
certain men crept in unawares, who were before 
«+ of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly 
„men, turning the grace of our God into laſciviouſ- 
<.neſs, and denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ Jeſus ſaw that offences, 


damnable errors, would come; but he ſaw alſo the 


woful caſe of their broachers-and abettors: For he 
ſaid; and ſtill ſays, Wo unto the world becauſe of 
&, offences: For it muſt needs be that offences come: 
40 But wo to that man by whom the offence cometh.“ 

+241 Since our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, 
then they are in a moſt dangerous ſituation who de- 
ny his divinity. Will a man let his enemy go welk 


away? Will God let his enemies go well away? 


He that fitteth in the heavens ſhall laugh: The 
4% \Lord:fhall have them in derifion. Then ſhall he 
«« ſpeak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in 
4 his fore diſpleaſure.“ He will ſay unto them, 
« Becauſe: I have called, and ye refuſed, I have: 
« ſtretched out my hands, and no man regarded; 


but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and 


would none of my reproof: I alſo will laugh at 
your calamity, and will mock when your fear 
«cometh; when your fear cometh as deſolation, 
* and your deſtruction. cometh as a whirlwind; 
«when diſtreſs and anguiſn cometh upon you.“ 
God the Father ſeeketh the honour of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and will fully vindicate the teſtimony he bears con- 


cerning himſelf in his word, as the true God, and the 
divine Meſſiah. Let Socinians, therefore, pretend 


as much regard for God the Father as they pleaſe, 


if they do not honour Jeſus Chriſt as the true God, 
God the Father will hold them to be his enemies ; 
and, if merdy prevent — will honour his eternal 
Son in their eternal damnation. Nay, our Lord Je- 
tus Chriſt will alſo plead his own cauſe with all hi 

enemies. They may now treat him as an impoſtor, 
ar Ty of the people, as the F 1414 
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did formerly; but ſooner or later they ſhall know 


that he is the true God: For Tophet is ordained 
of old; yea, for the king it is prepared, de hath 
% made it deep and large: The pile thereof is fire 
« and much wood; the breath of the Lord, like a 
« ſtream of brimſtone, doth kindle it.“ But, the 
falſe prophet is in this fire. All falſe, prophets, 
all. teachers of damnable errors, if  merey prevent 
not, all be in it. And the devil that deceived 
them was caſt into the lake of fire and brimſtone, 
where the beaſt and the falſe prophet are, and 
-<. ſhall be tormented day and night for ever and 
ever.“ If there be one place in hell more hot, 
more tormenting than another, Socinian teachers, 
under a maſk of Chriſtianity, may expect to be in 
it. in an eternal ſtate of extreme miſery. 

3. Since our Lord Jeſus'Chrift is the true God, 3 
his church ſhall not fall totally and finally into ruins. 
Let hell and earth combine againſt her, the Lord 
Chriſt can and will protect her. And hence the 
prophet Iſaiah ſays, Lock upon Tion, the city 
of our ſolemnities: Thine eyes — behold Jeru- 
ſalem a quiet habitatign, a tabernacle that ſhall 


„ not be taken down, not one of the ftakes.there- 


0 of ſhall be removed, neither ſhall any of the eords 
thereof be hroken: But there the glorious Lord 
vill be unto us a place of broad riyers and ſtreams, 
7 wherein ſhall go no galley with oars, neither ſhall 
gallant ſhip; paſs thereby; For the Lord is our 
«, Judge, the Lord is aur avgiver, the Lord is our 
« king, he will ſave us.“ Do the under ſhepherds 
of Chriſt's flock make a prey of it? Do they expoſe 
the ſheep. of his paſture. to the greateſt, miſchiefs? 
He is: againſt thefe ſhepherds He will require his 
flock at their hand. He will fave his own, his pur- 
chaſed flock, out of their hand. He will, being di- 
vine, cauſe his ſheep. to lie down in green paſtures, 
and will lead them beſide the ſtill waters. And they 
ſhall no more be a Prey to the Heathen, neither 


** 
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«. ſhall the beaſt of the field devour them ; but they 


% fſhall dwell fafely, and none fhall make them a- 


« fraid. Do enemies make many. attempts to put 
a top to the building of mercy? Do they go to, 
with: axes-and hammers, to break down the carved 
work of the houſe of our God ? Do they caſt down the 


bulwarks of Zion? Do they even attempt to dig up 


her foundation? Therefore thus ſaith the Lord 
„God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a 

« ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner- ſtone, a 
«fare foundation: He that believeth ſhall not make 


4 haſte. God ſays unto Lion, . No weapon that 


is formed againſt thee ſhall proſper; and every 
tongue that ſhall rife againſt thee in judgment, 
% thou ſhalt condemn. ' This is the heritage of the 
« ſervants - of the Lord, and their rightcouſnek i 1s 
«© of me, ſaith the Lord,” Do enemies endeavour 
to bring a famine of the word of the Lord upon the 
church ; to deprive her of her bread and her water, 
— her heavenly fruits and ſtreams ? God ſays of eve- 

enuine Iſraelite, He ſhall dwell on high: His 


E7 © place e of defence ſhall be the munitions of rocks; 
bs: 


ball be given him, and his water /ball be 
ſute.“ 2 the enemies of the church do their 
worſt; let them muſter all their foroes againſt her; 
let tem break down her walls to the ground; 
let them corrupt the waters of the ſanctuary; let them 
etft fire into the place where God's honour dwells; let 
them hunt the ſaints like partridges upon the moun- 


tains; let them pour out their blood about Jerufa- 


lem; and, let them give their fleſh to be meat to the 
fowls' of heaven :\ Tet even then, the Lord Chriſt 


will challenge his enemies, ſaying, © Who would 


ſet the briers and thorns againſt me in battle? I 
go through them, I would burn them up 
4 er.. And then, too, he will ſay of his peo- 
ple, I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall 


* nevet periſh, md atk _ 72 90 them oot * | 
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Since our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, 
| 4 ſurely, it is the duty of Lion's watchmen to 
Rand forth in the defence of his divinity, eſpecially 
when it is attacked by his enemies, within the pale 
of his own church. Let the prieſts, the miniſters 
«© of the Lord -weep between the porch and the al- 
tar, and let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, 
« and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the 
* Heathen. ſhould rule over them: . Wherefore 
„ ſhould they ſay among the people, Where is their 
« God?” Will the faithful centinel be filent, when 
his prince is threatened ? Will he join in league 
with his maſter's enemies? No, he will not; but he 
will then ſound an alarm ſuitable to the danger. 
Surely, then, the miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ſnhould 
ſound an alarm, when his divinity is attacked, even 
in his own houſe, by his moſt wicked foes. Can we 
be both ſilent and faithful at ſuch a time as this? If 
we altogether hold our peace at this time, yet ſhall 
there enlargement and deliverance ariſe to the peo- 
ple of God from another place. No weapon that is 
formed againſt Lion ſhall proſper. God ſays to his 
church, + I will contend with him that contend- 
« eth with thee, and I will fave thy children. And 
I will feed them that oppreſs thee with their own 
“ fleſh, and they ſhall be drunken with their own 
„ blood, as with ſweet wine: And all fleſh fhall 
«© know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy 
« Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.“ But if we 
be filent, we need not, in this caſe, expect to paſs 
unchaſtiſed. Be thou faithful unto the death,” is 
the command of Him whom we ſerve in the golpel. 
And, ſays the apoſtle Paul, « Behold, when I gave 
« all diligence to write unto you of the common 
- * ſalvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, 
« and exhort you, that ye ſhould earneſtly contend 
« for the faith, which was once delivered unto the. 
 $6.'{aints.2 ?“. 
5. Since our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the tree God; 
it muſt allo be the duty of all Chriſtians to ſtand 
| G „ forth | 
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forth in the defence of his divinity. The divinity 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ought certainly to be a mat- - 
ter of general concern. It has indeed been, and 
ſtill is, a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a rock of offence to 
them which ſtumble at the word, being diſobedient, 
whereunto alſo they were appointed. But it is, ne- 
vertheleſs, of the greateſt importance to us all. If 
Chriſt be not God by nature, then is pur preach- 
« ing vain, and your faith is alſo vain, ye are yet 
„in your fins.” You ought, therefore, to look up- 
on ſuch as deny our Lord's divinity, .as your moſt 
dangerous foes, Suppoſing, for inſtance, - that your 


bouſes were infeſted by a gang of barbarians; ſup- 


poſing them to be treating your beſt friends, your 

_ deareſt relations, with the greateſt indignities in your 
preſence ; ſuppoſing them to threaten. yourſelves, not 
only with the loſs of your poſſeſſions, but of your lives; 
ſuppoſing them to be uſing means for putting you to 
a moſt cruel death, and that the pile were about to be 
kindled to prey upon you and render you miſerable; _ 
fuppoling, we ſay, theſe things to be, and your- 
ſelves immediately concerned in them, would you 
then, think you, be at eaſe and unconcerned? Would 
you not act more like reaſonable beings, if you were 
to take the alarm, to call in ohers to your aſſiſtance, 
and to ſtrain every nerve in oppoſing the common 
enemy? The application, we apprehend, is eaſy. 
What enemy is more dangerous than Socinians? Do 
they not ſpurn at the divinity of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt as a mere fiction, a thing of 
nought? Do they not ſet their mouths againſt the 
Heavens in their blaſphemous talk? Do they not 
attempt to ſpoil you of all that is precious, and to 
caſt you ſoul and body into hell for ever? But theſe 
enemies are at no great diſtance: They are within 
the pale of a neighbouring church. Nor have we rea- 
ſon to think that they are few. As the leaders of this 
people are conſpicuous, and of extenſive influence in 
the chureh, we have reaſon to fear, that they who 
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are in danger of being ruined. by them are many. 
Let not, therefore, your hands be ſlack in ſuch ori- 
tical circumſtances. Call in your God to your aid 
-againſt theſe ſoul-ruining enemies. And give him 
no reſt till he eſtabliſh, and till he make Jeru- 
e ſalem a praiſe in the earth. Say, like Jacob to 
the Angel, I will not let thee go, except thou 
„ bleſs me.” CE 70) 17 5 


6. Since our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, 
then the denial of his divinity, in our own land, in 
a neighbouring church, by ſome of the moſt exten- 
five influence among the people, ought to be conſi- 
dered as matter of great mourning,. bitter weeping, 
and deep humiliation at all times ; but eſpecially, 
on a day ſet apart for theſe exerciſes. The indigni- 
ties done, by a certain Doctor profeſſing Chriftiani- - 
ty, to the divine and mediatory character of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, do certainly call loudly for weep- 
ing and mourning before the Lord to-day. Let us 
all then cry, like the weeping prophet, ſaying, 4 Oh 
e that my head were waters, and mine eyes a foun- 
« tain of tears, that I might weep day and night for 
« the lain of the daughter of my people.” If we 
be Lion's children, let us ſympathize with our mo- 
ther. Is the tear upon her cheek ? let it alſo be on 
ours. Is ſhe ſpoiled of her beautiful garments ? let 
us alſo put off our ornaments. - Are her children 
weeping ? let us weep with them that weep. Is her 
King, her Huſband, her Lord, wounded inthe houſe 
of his friends? let us not be offended becauſe of 
him, neither forſake him and flee; but let our ex- 10 
erciſe correſpond. to the poſture of his affairs. Let 5 
us not, however, mourn as thoſe who have no hope; 
but let us, proſtrating ourſelves before the throne of 
grace and mercy, ſpeak the language of an evange- 
lc faith, ſaying, He will turn again, he will have 
<£ compaſſion upon us; he will ſubdue-our iniqui- 
« ties; and thou wilt caſt all their fins into the 
«« depths of the ſea, Thou wilt perform the truth 
to Jacob, and the merey to Abraham, which _ 8 
Vs : 66 


/ 


WP: 


54 JESUS CHRIST 


«. haft ſworn unto our fathers from the days of old 
„Thou ſhalt ariſe, and have mercy upon Zion: 
For the time to favour her, yea, the ſet time is 
«© come. For thy ſervants take pleaſure in her 
« ſtones, and favour the duſt thereof. So the Hea- 
4 then ſhall fear the name of the Lord, and all the 
« kings of the earth thy glory. When the Lord 
„ ſhall build up Lion, he ſhall appear in his glory. 
« He will regard the prayer of the deſtitate, and 


not deſpiſe their prayer.“ 7 


Since our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the true God, 
thin let us all be concerned to hold faſt the doctrine 
of his divinity. The improvement of this doctrine, 
by an evangelic faith, is our very life; but the final 
denial of it, will aw fully aggravate the wretchedneſs 
of our death. Let creature- merit be maintained, 
and praiſed ever ſo high, yet if you finally depend 
upon it, either in whole or in part, as the ground of 


5 your tanding before God, you cannot be ſaved ; 
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for there is no ſalvation but by free grace, as vent- 
ing through the croſs, or ſatisfaction of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. © In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael 
be juſtified, and ſhall glory. For by grace are 
ye faved, through faith, and that not of your- 
« ſelves, it is the gift of God. Not of works, leſt any 
„ man ſhould boaſt.”** We do not, therefcre, either 
in whole or in part, merit our own falvation. Be- 
« ware,” then, * leſt any man ſpoil you through 
66 philoſophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
« men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 
&« after Chriſt. - For in him dwelleth all the fulneſs 
4 of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in 
. "#6 "own; which is the head of all principality and; 
wer.” Let us all hear, be jealous of ourſelve 

a cleave faft to the perſon and doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, while he is ſaying. unto us, Whoſoever- 
66 therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my 
* words, in this adulterous and ſinful generation, 
« of him alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, 
10 . he cometh 1 in the glory of his Father, with 

| * the 
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« the holy angels.“ Are any of you, then, aſha- 

med of Chriſt? Do any of you deny his divinity ? | 
Do you conſider him only as a man? Are you aſha- 
med of his cauſe in the world ? If you live and die 


thus aſhamed of Chriſt, he willalſo be athamed of 


you at the laſt day. He will deny that you are his 
diſciples. You may profeſs to be his friends, but he will 


be aſhamed to own you as ſuch. While, then, the day 


of grace and mercy is continued, be concerned to take 
your fin and danger under your moſt ſerious conſi- 
deration. After all you have done, to draw forth 
the fury of the glorious Redeemer upon yourſelves, 
he is calling you to look to himſelf, and be ſaved. 

After all you have done to ſeparate yourſelves to the 
ſword of his vindictive juſtice, he is calling you to 
match with himſelf, as your beloved, your beſt 
friend. Come now, ſays he, after all the diſho- 
nour you have done him, and let us reaſon toge- 
« ther; though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
as white as ſnow ; ; though they be red like crim- 


- + ſon, they ſhall be as wool.” And “ incline your 
4 ear, and come unto me: Hear, and your ſoul 


« ſhall live, and I will make an everlaſting cove- 
„ nant with you, even the ſure mercies of David.“ 


If ye would be ſaved, obey theſe calls, © Turn ye, 


« turn ye, from your evil ways, for why will ye 


„ die, O houſe of Iſrael?” We are warranted to 
ſay to you, to every one of you, to the greateſt ſin- 
ner among you, * Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

and thou ſhalt be ſaved. Be it known unto you, 
therefore, men and brethren, that through this 


« man is preached unto you the forgiveneſs of ſins : + . 


« And by him all that believe are juſtified from all 
« things, from which they could not be juſtified by 


the law of Moſes. Beware, therefore, leſt that 
come upon you, which is ſpoken of in the pro- 


« phets, Behold ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and pe- 
« riſh.” But if ye will not take heed to divine 


your 
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your unbelief, denying God's teſtimony concerning 
his Son; if you will perſevere in braving the wrath 
of God, and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, then know 
that you ſhall, when, alas! too late, be, by your 
horrible experience, convinced that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is a divine Perſon, the ſame in ſubſtance, 
equal in power and in glory with God the Father, 
according to the divine teſtimony borne concerning 
aim, in the words of our text, This is the true God, 


